The Singapore Sikh Community Presents

13 April 2019 9:00am - 10:00pm

14 April 2019 12:00nn - 5:30pm

Venue: Singapore Khalsa Association (OPEN TO PUBLIC)

Contents
Page
2

Guest-of-Honour’s Message

3

Chairman’s Message

4

Vesakhi - Anniversary of the Founding of the Khalsa Panth

5

Singapore Khalsa Association

10

SKA’s Ladies Wing

11

Singapore Sikh Education Foundation

12

The Mela Ground

14

Programme

16

Activities

18

Overseas Performers

20

Emcees and Disc Jockeys

21

Local Performers

23

Vesakhi Mela Transport Schedule

24

Vesakhi Mela 2019 Organising Committee

Guest-of-honour's Message

Mr Ong Ye Kung
Minister for Education, Singapore

Chairman's Message

Mr Tarlok Singh
Chairman, Vesakhi Mela Organising Committee

I am happy to celebrate Vesakhi with the Singapore
Khalsa Association (SKA). The Sikh community is
about 12,000-strong in Singapore – small but integral
and important to the social fabric of Singapore.

I am delighted to pen this message on the occasion of
Vesakhi Mela 2019, organised by Singapore Khalsa
Association (SKA), in collaboration with the Singapore
Sikh Education Foundation.

Sikhs in Singapore have contributed signiﬁcantly to
Singapore across all ﬁelds – in government, education,
business, sports and culture. More importantly, the
Singapore Sikh community is progressive, cohesive
and hardworking, devoting energy and effort to build
bridges with the other communities for a stronger
Singapore society.

It is a great honour for my team and me to take the lead
in organising this important event for the Sikh
community in particular, and Singaporeans in general.
Investing time and effort in our community is important
in building and strengthening ties to ensure a bright and
successful future for all of us. The two-day event is
crucial in this respect. It brings Sikhs from all corners of
Singapore and from India as well as members of the
other ethnic groups, new citizens and expatriates
together for a day of bond-building through a diverse
range of activities.

The Vesakhi Mela demonstrates this spirit. With the
theme ‘Singapore – A Home for All’ this year, the event
will reach out to more than 3,000 people from
different ethnic groups, ages and backgrounds. The event has also attracted new citizens,
the expatriate community and migrant workers. I congratulate SKA and its partner
organisation, the Singapore Sikh Education Foundation, for organising this signiﬁcant and
meaningful event.
I wish everyone a joyous and memorable Vesakhi, a happy new year and a bumper
harvest of good fortune, health and happiness.

An event of this scale requires much effort, time and resources. Vesakhi Mela 2019 has
been possible by the relentless contributions from a strong and vibrant Organising
Committee of young and senior members. It has been a journey worth being a part of,
watching the youth plan fun the activities and the senior members providing
much-needed guidance – a reﬂection of teamwork at its ﬁnest. I would like to thank all
of them for an excellent job as we look to a future full of promises where inclusiveness
can make a genuine difference.
This year, we have also worked in partnership with an event company, Odyssey Concepts,
and many local talents, who are delighted to give back to the community. I would also like
thank our corporate and community partners for their support. Thank you all for helping
SKA turn its vision into reality!
I wish everyone an enjoyable time with his or her family and friends learning more about
the Sikh culture, heritage and tradition.
Happy Vesakhi!
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Vesakhi

Anniversary of the Founding of the Khalsa Panth

In India, on Vesakhi Day, in every city, town and village, indeed all over the world, wherever Sikhs
reside, there are prayers and celebrations in commemoration of the birth of the Khalsa Panth
(The Brotherhood of the Pure), a Religious Order of Saint-soldiers.

Singapore Khalsa Association
A Premier Sports, Cultural and Recreational Sikh Institution

Vesakhi day normally falls around 13 April. On that day, the Tenth Guru, Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji,
founded the Khalsa Panth, thereby completing the transformation of the Sikhs into a martial
race imbued with spiritual qualities and with a distinct identity.
On the occasion of Vesakhi, Sikhs gather in their Gurdwaras (Sikh Temples), where in a
ceremonial prayer session, a relay team reverently reads, non-stop, all the 1,430 pages of their
Granth Sahib (Sacred Scripture) and in their Ardas (Supplication) which follows, they thank the
Lord, amongst other things, for granting them the boon of the Amrit (Sacramental Holy Water).
The Amrit bestows on the Amrit Dharis (those who have taken Amrit, that is, have been baptised
as Khalsas), the blessings of peace of mind, contentment, happiness and the courage not to
shirk from righteous deeds, if they follow the Rahit Nama (Way of Life) ordained for them by the
Tenth Guru, their spiritual father, Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
Vesakhi is the auspicious day on which, every year, all over the world, wherever Sikhs reside,
hundreds of young men and women are baptised as Khalsas, whereupon they enter the Khalsa
Panth and become saint-soldiers for the advancement of humanity, the protection of the weak
and the liberation of the oppressed – ideals enjoyed by the founder of the Panth.
And so it is that ever since 1699, Vesakhi has had a special signiﬁcance for the Sikhs. They
celebrate it as the birth anniversary of their Panth (their Commonwealth), and look back on the
glorious days of the Sikh Raj, which was made possible as a result of their Tenth Guru
establishing the Khalsa Panth on Vesakhi day in 1699. Sikhs who believe in Chardi Kala (High
Spirits) and sing Raj Karega Khalsa (The Khalsa shall rule), also look forward and ﬁrmly believe
that, some day, they shall again rule over Punjab, their ancestral homeland and re-establish
their lost Kingdom in the land of the ﬁve rivers.
In celebrating Vesakhi, Sikhs, now settled all over the world, should stand tall as descendants of
mighty warriors and should not be apologetic in taking pride in the history and military
accomplishments of their race. In addition they should resolve on this auspicious day, to do their
utmost to preserve and protect, in their adopted homeland, their mother tongue, Punjabi, the
traditions of the Khalsa and the rich spiritual and cultural heritage of the Sikhs so that we may
keep our links to our cultural roots strong and healthy.

Late Retired Justice Choor Singh
Singapore
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Introduction
Singapore Khalsa Association (SKA) was the brainchild of a few Sikh schoolboys in the
mid-1920s. In the absence of a Sikh organisation for sports and culture, these sports
enthusiasts took it upon themselves, with the support of several adults, to establish
Khalsa Association. It was formally established on 8 May 1931. Today, SKA is a respectable
premier sports, cultural and recreational Sikh institution. It is housed in a recently
refurbished elegant building which is conveniently located in the heart of Singapore.
Focusing on both the individual and the family, the Association provides an exciting
range of activities and programmes to meet the diverse and changing needs of its
members.
Sizeable Membership
The Association has an impressive membership of close to 1,750 ‘Life’ members (Sikhs)
and a further 180 ‘Associate Life’ and 139 ‘Sports’ members. Non-Sikhs are welcomed to
‘Associate Life’ and ‘Sports’ membership at the Association.
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Diverse Range of Events

Emphasis on Sporting Activities

SKA plays host to a number of events. These
include weddings, wedding receptions, gala
dinners, appreciation dinners, sangeets
(pre-wedding events), birthday/anniversary
celebrations, award ceremonies as well as
bazaars, meditation/yoga classes and
fashion shows. It also caters to corporate
events such as annual general meetings,
conferences, seminars, trainings, networking
events and more.
The well-known ﬁne-dining Indian restaurant, Moghul Mahal, is an anchor tenant at the
Association. It offers reasonably priced authentic cuisine with world-class experience.
Moghul Mahal also runs a separate lounge, which provides a cozy setting for members
to entertain and relax.
The Association manages seven futsal courts, of which two were recently opened.
The new futsal courts will see an increase in activities as well the organisation of football
clinics by local football personalities.
A professional gym run by Gold Gym is located on the ﬁrst ﬂoor. It offers its facilities and
a one-to-one trainer option to individuals at highly competitive rates. SKA members
currently enjoy a free one-time trial to Gold’s Gym. Non-traditional sports classes in
boxing and taekwondo will commence in 2019. We hope to attract participation from
Sikhs and individuals living and working around town.
Educating the Young
The SKA-run Khalsa Kindergarten, located at Beatty Road, is recognised by the Ministry
of Education and is SPARK accredited. There are currently more than 300 children in
nursery and the two kindergarten levels. While English language is the main medium of
instruction, the kindergarten also offers Hindi, Tamil and Punjabi languages. This is what
makes it so unique.
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The core sports activities at the Association are hockey, football and netball. We have
teams in the various divisions of the national league. Many of SKA’s hockey players have
represented Singapore. In October 2018, we ﬁnished football champions in the FAS
National Division Two and two of our footballers won the ‘Player of the Year’ and ‘Young
Player of the Year’ awards. SKA also sends teams to the annual Gurdwara Cup. During
the Vesakhi Mela in April each year, a one-day sports carnival is held at the SKA Turf and
Balestier Plains. Golf is also held at one of the golf clubs in Singapore. We also have a
badminton team at the Association.
SKA has also started outdoor activities such as kayaking. More activities will be
organised to create family-bonding opportunities and increased physical activities for
the youths and the children within the community.
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Focus on the Sikh and Punjabi Culture

Efforts at Youth Networking

Culture is another core activity of the Association. A key event at SKA is the annual
Vesakhi Mela, a cultural fun fair to celebrate Sikh heritage and culture. It is held in
conjunction with the Vesakhi festival. Among others, there will be Punjabi folk dances,
singing, cultural exhibits, games and carnival rides. The event is aimed at facilitating
positive social interactions and bonding among Singaporeans, new citizens and
foreigners from different backgrounds, and from all ethnic groups.

SKA’s efforts are also targeted at young Sikhs. The Young Khalsa team launched the
‘Industry Nite’ series in November 2018. It aims to provide opportunities for young Sikhs
to understand emerging economic trends and opportunities in the marketplace. The
event is also an opportunity for Sikh entrepreneurs to showcase their products and
services.

Moving forward, SKA will be focusing even further on cultural activities to promote the
vibrancy of our heritage and tradition. We plan to organise dhol, bhangra and giddha
classes soon.
Reaching out to the Ladies
The Ladies Wing is an integral part of SKA. It has been consistently organising events not
just for SKA lady members, but also Sikh women at large. The detailed write-up on the
Ladies Wing is on page 10.

Young Khalsa is now working on a joint SKA-Singapore Business Association business
directory as well as planning the organisation of talks and presentations focusing on
young Sikhs.
Conclusion
The Association has come a long way since its inception. Whilst cultural and sporting
activities have remained an integral part of the Association, it has evolved over the years
in response to the changing socio-economic landscapes as well as in its continual
efforts to meet the needs of its members and the larger Sikh community.
Today, SKA boasts of more diverse range of programmes and activities for the different
groups. And as we move forward, there is much more in store at the Association. This is
a most appropriate time to be part of this dynamic and enterprising association.
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SK A's Ladies Wing

Singapore Sikh E ducation Foundation
‘Healthy Body Healthy Mind’ is a credo that is important to the SSEF. For the last three
years, we have successfully collaborated with SKA to have our Sport’s Day jointly with
Vesakhi Mela. Students enrolled in the SSEF centre across all levels have had the
opportunity of participating in various activities and sports suited to their abilities and ages.

The SKA Ladies Wing is a community of vibrant and empowered ladies with a global
outlook and yet rooted to their cultural heritage.
With a mission to provide a platform that not only showcases and encourage participation
in cultural activities, but also provides opportunities for Sikh ladies for social interaction so
as to enhance the bond and cohesive spirit amongst them. It not only plays an active and
integral part within the Association, it also works with external organisations on various
initiatives that beneﬁt the wider community with ﬂagship activities such as the Chair
Yoga, International Women’s Day, Mother’s Day, Vesakhi Mela, Lohri and Teeyan. The SKA
Ladies Wing aspires to forge forward with the same if not greater ambition and passion to
beneﬁt and serve the wider community in the years to come.
In this year’s Vesakhi Mela, the Ladies Wing will not only
engage ladies from the migrant societies in traditional
chapatti making, but will also engage Punjabi school
students in making chapatti rolls and educating them
on healthy eating. We will have on display a traditional
Punjabi thali (plate) and some authentic Punjabi
dessert will be served during the event.
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From having colouring contests for the pre-primary students to telematches for the
lower primary students, we have also seen much sporting prowess from our older
children in the individual and team games. The teaching staff also participate in games
and matches organised for them. Cultural presentations of bhangra and giddha dances
are also presented by some of the students each year.
Do not miss this year’s performances by our talented SSEF students!
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T he Mela Ground
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Programme
From

To

9:00am

9:15am

Ardas (prayers)
Flag Raising Ceremony with National Anthem @ SKA Main Entrance

8:30am

5:00pm

Vesakhi Mela Sports Carnival Commences
• Team Manager’s Brieﬁng • Hockey – Indian Association (IA)
• Football - Premier Pitch • Tri-Challenge – Stadio futsal
• Badminton- Civil Service Club
• Netball - Stadio Futsal

9:30am

SSEF/SKA Kindergarten
• Colouring competition
• Vesakhi-themed video presentation
• PA show
• Prize presentation for colouring competition
• Tour of Vesakhi carnival by respective teachers

9:30am

4:30pm

Free Health Screening

11:30am

5:00pm

Carnival Stalls
• Heritage Centre
• SKA’s Ladies Wing
• X Empire Cuisine
• Sasi Food Corner

12:00nn

1:30pm

• SINDA
• Central Narcotics Bureau
• Just Flick It
• Opium by Bubbly J

From

To

2:25pm

3:00pm

Awards Presentation by the Guest-of-Honour
• Educational Awards
• National Level Sports Awards
• Appreciation Awards for SKA Trustees
Performance by S.W.A.T. Singapore
Interactive Performance by RedDot Bhangra

3:00pm

3:45pm

Performances
• Local Entertainers

3:45pm

5:00pm

Star Performers of Punjab
Performance by Komal Gidda
Interaction with Local Emcees

5:00pm

6:00pm

Music by Local DJs

6:00pm

10:00pm

DISCO DI RAAT
• Live at SKA: H-Dhami
• Local and International Entertainers
• YAAR PANJ-AAB PHANGRA TROUPE
• Dance Floor Opens

From

To

Sunday, 14 April 2019

12:00nn

12:30pm

Interaction by Emcees

12:00nn

5:00pm

Tri-Challenge – Stadio futsal

12:30pm

1:00pm

Free Singing and Dancing

• Kutch Rang
• Gehaynaay
• Flamingo by Chandoks

Star Performers of Punjab
Interaction with RadioMasti RJ
Interaction with Local Emcees

Saturday, 13 April 2019

1:00pm

1:30pm

Arrival of Guest-of-Honour
Minister Ong Ye Kung, Minister for Education

2:00pm

2:20pm

Performances
• Khalsa Kindergarten
• SSEF
• Shernia Punjab Diya/Raunak Group

1:30pm

2:00pm

Bhangre Da Raja Competition

2:00pm

2:30pm

Giddhe Di Rani Competition

2:30pm

3:00pm

Turban Tying and Best Dressed Competitions

Welcome Speech by SKA President, Mr Hernaikh Singh

3:00pm

3:30pm

Komal Giddha Performance

3:30pm

4:30pm

Star Performers of Punjab Performance

4:30pm

5:30pm

Dance Floor Opens

2:20pm
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12:00nn

Saturday, 13 April 2019

2:25pm

15

Activities
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Activities

Children’s Colouring Competition

SSEF Games/Telematches

Free Medical Screening

Toss Ring on Bottle Game

Tri-Challenge Competition

Angry Bird Game

Free Balloons

Water Boats

Ball the Clown Game

Break a Plate Game

Popcorn and Cotton Candy

Singing and Dancing

Dart Balloon Game

Robot Slide

Food Fiesta

Turban Tying Competition
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Overseas Performers
International Star

h-DhAmi
Buzz acts come and go, but the pertinent feeling
amongst those who have heard the results of
H-Dhami’s knockout ﬁrst round with his debut record,
‘Sadke Java’, which produced three consecutive hit
singles and was championed the best selling Bhangra
album, as well as credited with awards from the likes of
MTV, UK Asian Music Awards and many more, is that
H-Dhami is a star born.
Notably hailing from a family of musical background;
son of Palvinder Dhami, the legendary lead singer from
Bhangra band HEERA, H-Dhami was subject to a blue chip roster of production hands
such as Rishi Rich.
Of course, since then, H-Dhami has racked a fair list of chart topping collaborations on
both domestic and international waters.
The year 2018 saw H-Dhami involved in a huge collaboration with multi platinum selling
Dutch artist, F1rstman, alongside Asian stars Raxstar, Juggy D and Mumzy Stranger.

Patiala, Punjab

Star Performers of Punjab

Star Performers of Punjab is a group of highly creative individuals which has come
together on several occasions to display the colourful and effervescent Punjabi/Indian
culture. The team consists of two lead singers, a renowned stand-up comedian, a music
director and two versatile cultural female dancers.
These individuals, who mainly hail from Patiala Punjab, have contributed heavily to the
Punjabi culture, not only in Punjab, but also worldwide. Their contributions range from
participation in national-level singing competitions, international theatre festivals, and
cultural shows abroad and across India, youth festivals and also some renowned Punjabi
movies.

Punjabi music and dance, namely,
bhangra, has gone international
and Star Performers of Punjab
have been able to connect with
people from all walks of life
through their music, comedy,
dance and cultural apparels.

Deepti Sharma

Jagmeet Bhullar

H-Dhami’s latest release, ‘Falling’, featuring Raxstar, is currently doing its rounds whilst
he is preparing for the next release in June.
Touring the world and back in studio at the same time – there is so much to look forward
to in the coming months from H-Dhami.
Jaggi Dhuri

Kammy Sidhu

Manmohan
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Simar Bhullar

Vikramajeet
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Emcees

Eddie Singh

L ocal Performers

Harjit Tulsi

KP Sandhu

Kevin Gill

Prem L

Disc Jockeys

DJ Avtar Kainth
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DJ Sukhi Mastana

DJ Govin

Dilparinder Singh

Krishy B

Palwinder Singh

Paul Veer

DJ Harjit

DJ Kevin J
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L ocal Performers

Vesakhi Mela Transport Schedule
ਿਵਸਾਖੀ ਮੇ ਲਾ - ਬੱ ਸਾਂ ਦਾ ਇੰ ਤਜ਼ਾਮ
Transport services are only available on
13 April 2019
Pick-up Location

The Band Walle

Departure
Time

Sri Guru Singh Sabha Singapore

12:00nn

Khalsa Dharmak Sabha

12:00nn

Gurdwara Sahib Silat Road

12:00nn

Gurdwara Sahib Yishun

12:00nn

SSEF Punjabi Kindergarten (Beatty Road)

8:15am

SSEF Centre (Beatty Secondary School)

10:15am

RedDot Bhangra

S.W.A.T. Singapore
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ਸੰ ਗਤ ਨੂੰ ਬੇ ਨਤੀ ਹੈ ਿਕ ੧੩ ਅਪ੍ਰੈ ਲ ੨੦੧੯ ਨੂੰ ੪ ਗੁਰਦੁਆਿਰਆਂ
ਤੋ ਂ ਦੁਪਿਹਰ ਦੇ ਬਾਰਾਂ ਵਜੇ (੧੨:੦੦) ਬੱ ਸਾਂ ਖਾਲਸਾ ਕਲੱ ਬ ਨੂੰ
ਰਵਾਨਾ ਹੋ ਣਗੀਆਂ ।
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Organising Committee
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Chairman
Secretaries
Publicity

Mr Hernaikh Singh
Mr Kuldip Singh
Mr Tarlok Singh
Mr Prem Singh
Ms Harpreet Kaur
Chairperson
Member

Ms Harpreet Kaur
Mr Baldev Singh

Chairman
Football Convenor
Hockey Convenor
Netball Convenor
Tri-Challenge Convenor
Golf Convenor
Carnival Games Convenor

Mr Gurvinder Sidhu
Ms Harvender Kaur
Mr Manminder Singh
Ms Sharanjeet Kaur
Mr Amritpal Singh
Mr Ricky Sapuran Singh
Mr Roy Harbajan Singh

Culture

Chairperson
Member
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Ms Jaswant Kaur
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Finance

Chairman
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Mr Sukvinder Singh Sandhu
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Sports
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