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Opening of the New
SINGAPORE KHALSA ASSOCIATION
BUILDING

SATURDAY 30 DECEMBER 2017

Message
From the Deputy Prime Minister
The Sikhs are proud Singaporeans. And Singapore is proud of their roles in our multi-ethnic nation.
It is a small community in Singapore, but the Sikhs have always stood tall. They have made significant
contributions in business, politics, the military, the professions such as law, medicine and the civil service,
and in sports.
For the past four decades, the Singapore Khalsa Association (SKA) building at Tessensohn Road has been
a familiar focal point for the Sikh community, and a centre for social, cultural and sporting activities. SKA
has also promoted mutual support within the community, and has built up a strong network with other Sikh
institutions.
The Sikh community has also worked together with SINDA to improve educational prospects for the young.
Today, around 800 children are learning Punjabi through language classes, and lessons at SKA’s Khalsa
Kindergarten are conducted in Tamil, Hindi and Punjabi.
Beyond serving the Sikh community, the Association has reached out to the wider Singapore community.
Your religious philosophy and culture emphasise mutual help, respect for others, and community service
or ‘seva’. The practice of open kitchens at all Sikh Gurdwaras, where anyone is welcome for a meal, is
exemplary. More Singaporeans are also participating in the annual Vesakhi Mela which celebrates your
vibrant cultural heritage, and reinforces our multicultural ethos.
My heartiest congratulations on the opening of the new SKA building. I wish you many more years of
success, and know that SKA will continue its good work of contributing to the community and building an
inclusive Singapore.

Tharman Shanmugaratnam
Deputy Prime Minister &
Coordinating Minister for Social and Economic Policies
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Foreword
by Mr. Mohinder Singh
The Singapore Khalsa Association’s (SKA) building at Tessensohn Road was constructed in the late 1960s
as a focal point for the educational, cultural, sporting and social needs of the Singapore Sikh community.
Until the early 1990’s, the building was mostly used for classes to teach the Punjabi language for young
Singaporean Sikhs. On weekends, the SKA auditorium at level 2 hosted both Sikh and non-Sikh wedding
ceremonies while level 1 was used for lunch or dinner for wedding guests.
In the late 1990’s, a major renovation to air-condition the level 2 hall saw it transformed into a key venue
for social functions while Level 3 was converted into a restaurant and lounge. Another room at Level 4 was
also renovated to meet the growing demand for social function space. The building’s power supply was also
upgraded to meet requirements which had not been anticipated in the original SKA building.
After more than 4 decades of high frequency usage as we staged countless cultural and social activities
here, it became apparent that we needed to rebuild the aging SKA building to enhance its infrastructure and
facilities to meet current and future needs. The challenges of containing the escalating maintenance costs
of a 45 year old building while continuing with activities in a conducive, safe and inclusive setting were
glaring realities we faced.
We took a ground-up approach, organising a retreat to harness our members’ and the Sikh community’s
views on the future role of the SKA and the facilities to prioritise. We channelled the extensive feedback
to engage our community leaders, members and building consultants to finalising the design brief before
calling of tenders.
The ground breaking was held on 22 November 2014. From November 2014 to November 2016 the building
underwent extensive renovations when our members had to bear with an extended period when they could
not hold their functions and activities here. We truly appreciate the community’s patience, support and
encouragement in seeing through to its completion. Your support greatly motivated us in our journey to
transform an old building into a spanking new one with a fresh and modern ambience that we hope you will
be proud of and bring your families and friends to, one that will stand tall as an iconic centre for the Sikh
community in Singapore.
As we celebrate the formal opening of the SKA’s new building tonight, I would like to sincerely thank all
donors, well-wishers, and members for their unstinting support and dedication throughout this journey.
I look forward to working with you to make the SKA’s next chapter its best yet! And I wish you all an
enjoyable and fun filled evening as well a great start to 2018! Happy New Year.

Mohinder Singh
President, Singapore Khalsa Association
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Message
by LTC (Ret) Charanjit Singh
On behalf of the gala dinner organising committee, it is my pleasure to extend a warm welcome to all
present at this joyous occasion.
The necessity for an overhaul of the SKA building was driven by escalating maintenance costs as well as
the evolving needs of members and the community at large. Today, 30 December 2017, marks the official
opening of the SKA after the essential renovations.
I would like to sincerely thank all who gave their support to the SKA throughout this journey. My special
appreciation goes to all the sponsors for this dinner as well as the organisations and individuals who
contributed advertisements to this commemorative book to mark this milestone.
I also wish to extend my heartfelt appreciation to the members of the Organising Committee of this dinner
for their time and efforts expended over the past six months to organise this event.
It is my sincere hope that this commemorative book provides a concise yet meaningful snapshot tracing the
Association’s humble beginnings whilst highlighting significant milestones since the clubhouse was first
established at Tessensohn Road in the late 1960s.
This book profiles our major social and cultural activities as well as the presence of national leaders who
graced some of these events. Also profiled is the process of tearing down of the old building and raising
of the new one with its enhanced facilities. I trust that our loyal members will be pleased with these
enhancements and that we will be able to attract more new members.
With the completion of this project, I have full faith that the SKA will continue to consolidate its position
as a hub for sporting, cultural and social activities and to engage the larger Singapore community with the
continued leadership and guidance of the SKA Management Committee.
With this, I wish you all an enjoyable and fun filled evening as well as a great start to 2018!

LTC (Ret) Charanjit Singh
Chairman, Organising Committee
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Milestones in the SKA’s Journey

From Jalan Bahagia to Tessensohn Road (1960 -1970)
The SKA was formally registered as a
sports club by pioneer members. The first clubhouse
was a rudimentary two-room wooden shack at Target
Road near Sungei Bendemeer.
1931

The SKA celebrated a major milestone
when its clubhouse with a brick pavilion was
completed at Jalan Bahagia. For the first time,
the community had a proper venue for Sikhs to
engage in sporting activities (Hockey, Kabaddi and
Cricket) and host social functions and celebrate
cultural festivals such as the Vesakhi Mela.
1962

The government served notice to
SKA requisitioning the Jalan Bahagia premises for
development. Undaunted, the SKA management
committee secured $31,000 in compensation and
an acre of land at the junction of Tessensohn Road
with Balestier Road.
1966

A Building Committee (BC) was
commissioned to draw up plans for the clubhouse
and raise funds to finance the project.
1 May 1968

The Committee’s plan for the new
clubhouse to include a multi-purpose hall, canteen
or kitchen facilities and classrooms was approved
by the Land Office.
June 1968

8 Jan I969
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Seated (L-R): S. Mukhtiar Singh Matta, S. Sadhoo Singh Khaira,
Mr. Justice Choor Singh, LTC (Ret) Jaswant Singh Gill, S. Chanan
Singh Jahangir, S. Khushal Singh Tharoo
Standing (L-R): S. Dewan Singh Randhawa, S. Ujagar Singh
Malah, S. Sardara Singh Gill, S.Lachman Singh, S. Tharam Singh,
S. Doola Singh Chamba

Prayers to mark the Ground Breaking of the new site on Tessensohn Road

New Beginnings at Tessensohn Road

In Dec 1970
Upon completion of construction,
Akhand Paath prayers to commemorate Guru
Nanak Dev Ji’s birthday and to bless the new SKA
building were held.

The new SKA had a large auditorium for Sikh
weddings, lectures, conferences and cultural
activities, a school with 12 classrooms, and was
equipped with kitchen facilities.

Hundreds of spectators would gather to watch the games during the annual Vesakhi Mela,
which became the signature activity for the Sikh community to gather at SKA.
In the 1970s
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Wedding Ceremonies were held at level 2 hall and Receptions at Level 1.

In the 1970s

In 1971

The Khalsa Punjabi School commenced classes with 280 students in six classes.

In March 1983

It was formally registered with the Ministry of Education.

In 1992
The function of Punjabi language education was handed over to the Singapore Sikh Education
Foundation (SSEF) with SKA continuing its financial support. In the same year Khalsa Kindergarten was
established at SKA.
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Earlier Upgrades to the SKA Building

Major renovation works were initiated to air-condition the level 2 hall for social functions.
Level 3 was converted into a restaurant and lounge while another room at Level 4 was also renovated to
meet the growing demand for social function space. The building’s power supply was also upgraded to meet
requirements which had not been anticipated in the original SKA building.
In 1998

The SKA astro-turf was opened and the
Youth Excellence in Sport programme was formally
launched by Member of Parliament Davinder
Singh, Singapore’s first Sikh parliamentarian.
In 2001

The SKA building premises were further enhanced with a new boundary wall, repositioned
driveways and gates with an enhanced porch, upgraded lift lobby and retiled ground floor hall and toilets.
In 2006
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A retreat with the community facilitated by Prof Kulwant Singh served as a forum on the
future of the organization, providing insight into participants’ perceptions and expectation of the role of the
Association as a Sikh institution and recreational club.
9 March 2013

Following the retreat, the SKA EOGM unanimously approved the resolutions by the
SKA management committee to embark on the refurbishment of the SKA building as well as the funding
mechanism.
On 20 Jul 2013

Gurcharan Singh

Charanjit Singh

(L-R) Gopal Singh, LTC (Ret) Charanjit Singh,
Mohinder Singh, Balbeer Singh,Mangat, Sukhbir Singh
The SKA New Building Committee was given the authority to:
1. Appoint the consultants, architects, engineers and any other necessary persons/companies to develop the detailed 		
refurbishment plans for the renovation and refurbishment of SKA as approved at the EOGM.
2. Approve payments related to the building refurbishment works based on the contractual terms & conditions and keep an 		
updated income/expenditure record for audit trail.
3. Incorporate any proposals that will further enhance the building in accordance with the approval obtained at the EOGM.
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Singapore Khalsa Association
New Building Donors

DONOR

AMOUNT

Lee Foundation

$1,200,000.00

Thakral Parvar

$ 100,000.00

Naranjan Singh Brahmpura

$

51,000.00

Central Sikh Gurdwara Board

$

31,000.00

Sri Guru Singh Sabha

$

22,000.00

Khalsa Dharmak Sabha

$

20,000.00

Gurdwara Sahib Yishun

$

11,000.00

Gurrinder Singh Johal

$

11,000.00

Jagjit Singh Sekhon

$

11,000.00

LTC (Ret) Charanjit Singh

$

11,000.00

Late Ujagar Singh Malla

$

11,000.00

Mohinder Singh

$

11,000.00

Pardesi Khalsa Dharmak Diwan

$

11,000.00

Sukhbir Singh

$

11,000.00

Sri Guru Nanak Sat Sang Sabha

$

5,100.00

Gopal Singh

$

5,000.00

Inderjit Singh

$

5,000.00

Gurcharan Singh Kesail

$

2,860.00

Surjit Singh Wasan

$

1,000.00

Nirmal Singh Rode

$

500.00

Harvinder Kaur

$

300.00
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Nov 2014-Nov 2016

A new chapter in the transformation of the SKA begins
10 Nov 2014
Ground Breaking for the new SKA Building

The ground breaking ceremony for the new
SKA building was performed by SKA’s patron,
Mr Naranjan Singh Brahmpura and Trustee
LTC (Ret) Jaswant Singh Gill, after Ardas
(Prayers) blessings by 6 priests representing 6
gurdwaras.
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Nov 2014-Nov 2016

Tearing down the old building and raising the new one
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10 Nov 2016

Prayers to seek blessings for the new building

18 Dec 2016

SKA’s first formal activity - The 70th AGM with 71 members attending.
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The new facilities that members and guests can now enjoy

The main function rooms at level 5 can host a function for up to 250 people

Lee Foundation Hall at Level 2

Members can also access the fully equipped state of the art Gold’s Gym at Level 1.
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National Leaders Officiating SKA Events

2002 - Former President S.R. Nathan

2009 – Former President & Mrs Nathan with our
children

1996 - Former Prime Minister
Mr Goh Chok Tong

2006 - Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong was Guest of Honour for SKA’s 75th Anniversary Celebration Dinner

2004 - Mr Teo Chee Hean, then Minister for
Education
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2005- Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam,
then Minister for Education

Gurdwara Cup 2005

Opening Ceremony – Mr Yacob Ibrahim
Then Minister for Environment and Water
Resources

Mr Vivian Balakrishnan then
Minister for Community Development,
Youth and Sports at the Closing Dinner

The long running Gurdwara Cup continues to pit teams from the SKA in hockey, soccer, netball and
badminton against teams representing Sikh institutions in Malaysia. This sporting tradition is likely the
longest running people to people interaction between institutions from Singapore and the Malaysian states.
It has contributed tremendously to galvanising the relationship between the Sikh communities on both sides
of the causeway. Singapore will next host the 2019 edition of the Gurdwara Cup in June.

Nurturing Sporting Excellence at SKA
21 January 2001 - With the launch of its
Youth Excellence in Sports programme
(YES) which coincided with the opening
of the all weather astro-turf facility, the
SKA’s commitment to nurturing budding
sportspersons was given a boost.

In 2004, Profesor Ho Peng Kee then SMS
(Law and Home Affairs) launched the
Young Khalsa League.

17

SKA Ladies Wing
Established in 1991, the SKA Ladies Wing not only plays an active and integral part within the Association,
it also works with external organisations on various initiatives that benefit the wider community.
• 2010 – Mr Inderjit Singh, former Member of Parliament for Ang Mo Kio GRC flagged off the fund
raising walk in conjunction with International Women’s Day.
• Cheque presentation by then Ladies Wing President Mdm Kirpal Kaur to Sikh Welfare Council .

In 2007, Former Nominated Member of Parliament MP Kanwaljit Soin officiated the launch of the Chair
Yoga, an initiative of SKA Ladies Wing in collaboration with Istri Satsang, Khalsa Dharmak Sabha and
Singh Sabha. A decade later, she was back to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of Chair Yoga with the SKA

10 March 2013 - Ms Josephine Teo, then
Minister of State for Finance and Transport
flagging off the International Women’s Day .
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Inspiring our Youth
July 2011 –A series of Talks by successful Sikh professionals, focused on the youth, in conjuction with
SKA’s 80th Anniversary.
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SKA’s Role in Education
In 2017, Khalsa Kindergarten enrolled
313 students. The primary language
of instruction is English. It is the only
preschool that offers Tamil, Hindi and
Punjabi as second language options. The
curriculam also includes conversational
Mandarin

Recognising Academic Excellence

SKA recognizes academic excellence by Sikh youth through the annual bursary awards presentations in
conjunction with the annual Vesakhi Mela.
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Engaging The Community
Harmony Games

SKA organised 2013 Harmony Games as a platform to promote racial harmony among youth from diverse
ethnic-religious backgrounds. The event was officiated by then Minister for Culture, Community and Youth
Mr Lawrence Wong. It was a day of friendly sporting interaction amoung mixed teams comprising members
from different faiths.
The event was culminated with a mass Bhangra dance session at the closing reception.

SKA leads Singapore Sikh Community participation at Chingay as part of
National SG 50 Celebrations
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With Best Compliments
From

Thakral Parvar

20 Upper Circular Road, #03-06 The Riverwalk,
Singapore 058416
Tel (65) 63368966 Fax (65) 63367225
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With Best Compliments From...
With Best Compliments from
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With Best Compliments From

A B SIM (1972) PTE LTD
1 Upper Aljunied Link, Block A, Joo Seng Warehouse, #08-03,
Singapore 367901.
Telephone: (65) 6281 1588 / 6281 5575
Telefax: (65) 6287 7777 / 6281 2936

Gaming Products Distributor for

ADVANCED, HYDAKO & TAKARA

With Best Compliments

ALMANAC MARITIME
PTE LTD
3, Anson Road, #07-02, Springleaf Tower, Singapore 079902
Tel: (65) 6223 6992, Fax: (65) 6223 6229, Email: ops@almanac.com.sg
Company Regn. No: 200205732H GST Regn. No: 20-025732-H
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With Best Compliments From...

S. S. DEV

Director
(Operations Department)

Anchor Cleaning Agency Pte Ltd
111 North Bridge Road #05-44 Peninsula Plaza, Singapore 179098
Co.Reg.No: 198300924H
Tel: 6338 5034 (3 Lines) Fax: 6339 2382
Email: anchorcleaning@yahoo.com
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KHALSA PRINTERS PTE LTD
Block 1002, Toa Payoh Industrial Park Lorong 8, #07-1465
S i n g a p o r e 3 1 9 0 74 . T e l : 6 2 5 0 9 0 2 6
F a x : 6 2 51 10 8 5
Email: khalsapr@singnet.com.sg / khalsapr@gmail.com
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With Best Compliments From...

伍 佳 兄 弟 私 人 有 限 公 司
NGOH KIAN BROTHERS PTE LTD
We provide tables, chairs, lights, fans, canvas, generators, air coolers, aircons, tentages
Blk 22 Woodlands Link
and many others. We also provide professional
#02-67audio
Singapore738734
visual and lighting systems for special occasions, dinner
anddance, seminar, weddings as well as carnivals.

Tel: 67581413

Email: nk@nk.com.sg
Feel free to contact us. We are available 24/7

Website: Blk
www.nk.com.sg
22 Woodlands Link #02-67 Singapore 738734
Tel: 67581413. Email: nk@nk.com.sg

www. nk.com.sg

We provide tables, chairs, lights, fans, canvas, gene

coolers, aircons, tentages and many others. We also

professional
audio
visual and lighting systems for s
With
Best Compliments
From...
occasions, dinner and dance, seminar, weddings as

carnivals. Feel free to contact us. We are available 2

“Return air tickets for One (1) to New Delhi sponsored by
Jet Airways”
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With Best Compliments From...

One Stop to Internationalise

Congratulations

On The Grand Opening
Of The New SKA Building

Pemi
Hp: +65 9009 1172

Associate Group Director
www.Propertymaaers.sg
CEA License Number: R010353I
Propnex Realty Pte Ltd
License No: L3008022J
480 Lorong 6, Toa Payoh #10-01
HDB Hub East Wing, Singapore 310480
Tel: (65) 6820 8000

EXPANSION
ADVISORY

RISK
MANAGEMENT
& ADVISORY

www.RSMSingapore.sg

INVESTMENT
ADVISORY

GLOBAL
COMPLIANCE

TAX
ADVISORY

PRESERVING FAMILY CONTROL
WEALTH & SUCCESSION PLANNING

GoGlobal@RSMSingapore.sg

T +65 6533 7600
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GOLD
WELLNESS

KHALON MARINE
PTE LTD

With Best Compliments From...
Creating

Managing Websites Since 1998

Our Services:

Congratulations

1. Marine Investigation			

On The Grand Opening Of
The New SKA Building

2. Training and Education		
3. Bunker and Petroleum Survey
4. On/Off Hire and/or Condition Survey
5. Safety, Health, Environment Protection
and Quality Management
6. Other Services

		

203 Henderson Road, #08-04
Henderson Industrial Park Singapore 159546
Tel : (65) 6773-6490 /(65) 3116-6114
Fax : (65) 3116-6114
Email : khalonmi@kmpl.com.sg
Website : www.kmpl.com.sg
Company’s Registration No: 201022487H
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Cert. No.: IB-2011-048-C

Get a Quote!

Create a small business website in 2018
and enjoy our 20th anniversary discounts!

Professional Web Services
Website Design & Development
e-Commerce Websites
CMS Upgrades
Hossng & Domain Registraaon
Website Management / Maintenance
Security Management / Monitoring

Contact Media Genesis

On-Page Oppmisaaon
Citaaon Building
Link Building
Adwords Campaigns
Facebook Campaigns

111 North Bridge Road, #21-01 Peninsula Plaza, Singapore 179098.
Email: sales@i-mediagenesis.com Tel: +65 6507 4497
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Bigger & Better Facilities!

19 3 1

With SKA’s grand revamp, we have launched our facilities for use by members
and the public. SKA offers spacious ballroom, halls and boardroom suitable
for all occasions.

Carpeted Ballroom with reception and cocktail area - 280 pax
Cultural Hall - 130 pax
Moghul Mahal Restaurant
Lee Foundation Hall with reception and cocktail area – 450 pax

Contact Rani or Taj for more details:
Tel: 62981230 / 62986206 • Fax: 62924782
Email: ska@khalsa.org.sg
Website: www.singaporekhalsa.org.sg

