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Naranjan Singh Bharampura

Following the long and taxing period of building works, the SKA MC, staff and
volunteers are glad to see the re-awakening of SKA with its facilities in full swing.
Correspondingly, revenue has started to pick up, and this has allowed us to look
at further enhancing some of the areas of the building. We will be putting window
films to help reduce the indoor heat and curtains in both level 2 and level 5 halls
including chandeliers in level 5 to enhance the ballroom. On the ground level,
lighting will be provided for the car park area and at the front to brighten our
building at night.
These will provide some finishing touches to the building in time for the Grand
Opening Ceremony on 30 Dec 2017 at which Deputy Prime Minister Tharman
Shanmugaratnam will be the Guest of Honour. The event will be funded mainly
through the sale of seats at the Gala dinner with our Sikh community leaders,
members, institutions and partners responding by snapping up the tables.
Another proposal we are looking at is the use of the space behind the building
which was previously used for futsal courts. We are evaluating proposals for multipurpose courts, perhaps also including the cafeteria on the ground floor, with the
intent of completing this project before Vesakhi Mela 2018.
In education, the children of Khalsa Kindergarten participated in the Children’s
Day and Deepavali celebrations and honoured their teachers at their Teacher’s
Day outing.The Kindergarten held its annual graduation on 30th September 2017.
The waiting list for enrolment into the kindergarten is testimony to its success,
thanks to the excellent and dedicated work put in by the principal, teachers and
staff.
The Ladies Wing held their annual Teeyan and Chair Yoga events, topping off with
a lunch at the Istana hosted by President Halimah Yacob on 1st October 2017 as
part of more than 100 women who represented the 50 member organizations of
the SCWO (Singapore Council of Women’s Organizations).
Besides cultural activities, sports occupy a major part of SKA’s calendar of
activities both at the annual Gurdwara Cup and at the Vesakhi Mela. I am
happy to report that our youth teams put in admirable performances at the 63rd
Gurdwara Cup held in KL this year. Our junior soccer team were champions, while
the soccer senior team were first runners up. The ladies came in third in netball,
while the hockey team narrowly missed out on a medal. The hockey team will be
participating in the SHF National League and the ladies in NJL 2018. Four players
from the SKA hockey team were selected to represent Singapore in the Razak
Cup 2017 in Ipoh, Malaysia from 3rd to 13th November 2017.
We would also like to field a badminton team, and I appeal to the sporting youths
to come forward as it is a core game which adds to the points tally for the overall
Challenge Trophy for the Gurdwara Cup.
Finally, as many members may be aware, our Patron Mr Naranjan Singh
Bharampura sadly passed away on 22 October 2017. Mr Naranjan Singh had
been a very strong supporter of the SKA and involved himself in all major events
at SKA. We will sorely miss his guidance and support.

E-mail: ska@khalsa.org.sg

Mohinder Singh

Teacher’s Day

KHALSA KINDERGARTEN

Teachers’ Day was celebrated at Khalsa Kindergarten.
The children of K2 celebrated Teacher’s Day with special speeches a dance
and a skit to show their appreciation for their teachers. Games were
prepared for the teachers to play and the day ended with much laughter
from the children, parents and teachers highlighting their partnership in
educating children.
The teachers went on an overnight stay and continued the celebrations
at WILD WILD WET. We all had lots of fun and enjoyment. The teachers appreciate
and are most grateful to our Chairman Education, his team and the SKA Committee for making this
possible.

Graduation Day
The Kindergarten graduation event on 30th September was
an overwhelming success. This graduation marks our 25th
year Silver Jubilee anniversary of Khalsa Kindergarten. The
preparation for concert items started as early as July this year.
All the performances were genuine ideas of the staff. The items
covered various genres of performing arts of dance, vocals and
drama. Each item was special and unique. It was a very proud
moment for four staff who received their Long Service Awards:
Mdm Santi Devi, Principal for 25 years; Ms Karamdeep Kaur, 20
years; Ms Nur Faezah, 10 years, and Ms Punitha Sugumaran,
for 5 years of service. The school and staff are proud to say
that under the stewardship of Mdm Santi they have learnt and
grown strong together as a team. It is her style of leadership
that has kept them in this centre and has rewarded them with
the Long Service Award.

KHALSA KINDERGARTEN

Graduation Day
Our confident children who are ready to embark
a new journey in their Primary School years gave
speeches indicating their sincere and heartfelt
appreciation of Khalsa Kindergarten. It was
a vibrant and cheerful event that the entire
audience left for home with satisfied smiles.

Children’s Day
The annual Children’s Day, is a special day in
Khalsa Kindergarten.The K2 children showcased
their graduation concert items for the younger
ones.The spark of the day was an item performed
by the teachers. The children were overloaded
with gifts and goodie bags. Game stalls were set
around for children to play. As they left for home,
one could sense their love and excitement.

Deepavali Celebrations

The children came in their traditional attire with lots of
festive goodies to share with teachers, friends and the bus
uncles and aunties. Teachers explained the significance of
Deepavali and the reasons for the traditions practiced on
that day for example,
applying
their

oil

head

on
before

showering at the start
of the day. Different
types of lamp decors
were discussed and
the

children

made

various creative lamps
and Rangolis to take
home.

Teeyan 2017
Teeyan is the Punjabi name for the festival of
Teej. It is celebrated in the month of Sawan
which marks the onset of the monsoon
season in Punjab. Being a festival for sisters
and daughters, the married ladies visit their
parents and meet up with their childhood
friends in their home towns. On this joyous
occasion they dress in their best and reminisce
their sisterhood. Gifts of sweetmeats, bangles
and clothes are also given to them by their
parents and elders.
The SKA Ladies Wing celibrated their annual
Teeyan festival at SKA on Sunday 23 July 2017.
More than 200 ladies attended the event. Tea
and refreshments were served at the start
of the event. The merry-making started with
the Dholki and singing session. Many ladies
joined in the session and did the Giddha
spontaneously. Ladies were also entertained
to performances by various groups. Two
traditional dance groups sang and did
Punjabi folk dances that ignited memories for
some ladies while the Bollywood performance
resonated with everyone. The performances
were punctuated with segments of lucky
draws with prizes donated by the Ladies Wing
committee.

SKA LADIES WING

Teeyan 2017

SKA LADIES WING

High tea was served after all the performances. It was a lavish spread of grilled cheese and yoghurt
sandwiches, samosa kadi, grilled pudina chicken, tikki chole bhature, gobi mancurian, fried rice, walnut
halwa, and kulfi ice-cream. Music provided by the DJ kept the dance floor full till the end. Berinderjeet,
the Chair of SKA Ladies Wing closed the event by thanking everyone for their presence and contribution
towards Teeyan 2017.

Lunch with Singapore President,
Madam Halimah Yacob
The chair and vice-chair of SKA Ladies Wing
were invited to Lunch at the Istana hosted by
President Halimah Yacob on 1st October 2017.
They were part of more than 100 women who
represented the 50 member organizations of
the SCWO (Singapore Council of Women’s
Organizations). SCWO’s President, Dr June Goh,
in her brief address, congratulated President
Halimah Yacob on her new appointment and
for being the First Woman President of Singapore.
She further commended the President’s humility

and sincerity which endeared her to many. It is
a huge stride for the advancement of women in
Singapore to have the first female President, and
we know that she will do Singapore proud.

In her Facebook post, President Halimah
Yacob wrote:
“I hosted lunch for representatives of various
women’s groups at the Istana today. I had a
good dialogue with them on the priorities and
challenges facing women in Singapore. In
today’s society, women play a significant role
both at home and at work. I salute all of them
for their contributions.”

Chair Yoga Outing

SKA LADIES WING

The second cycle of our chair yoga in 2017, our flagship fitness outreach programme for ladies, ended
with an outing for the participants. The outing was on 5th October and comprised three activities. The
first was the Duck Tour, which the participants enjoyed. It was followed by lunch at Moghul Mahal at
SKA. The food was savoured by all. The day ended with participants revitalizing themselves through
Laughter Yoga. Suzanne, an expert in Laughter Yoga, together with Chair Yoga volunteers conducted
the activity.

Youth Wing

SKA SPORTS

2017 has been a great year with outstanding achievements from the various sports teams that are part
of the Singapore Khalsa Association. It has been a year to be proud of our boys and girls who have
spent the year struggling through hardships and yet coming ahead stronger than ever. The youths of
our society have gone against the norms, setting new trends for the coming era and playing sports
with vigour and enthusiasm. They have set out to explore the world of sports from different perspectives,
striving to move forward as an entire community.

Netball

Starting off with Netball, our team of 11 girls successfully
clinched 3rd place in the Gurdwara Cup 2017. The girls
had gone in with their minds set to achieve one of the
top 3 positions in this year’s Gurdwara Cup. The effort
they have put in allowed them to improve and gain
more experience. This year’s Vesakhi Mela also had an
open category with a mixed netball competition, where
our boys joined the girls and formed teams to show off
their calibre. The netball team has also taken part in the
Annual Daisy Tan Carnival as well as the Deloitte Pesta.
Sukan 2017 where they got to meet other sports teams
and gained from the experience.

Soccer

SKA SPORTS

Next up, our soccer junior and senior teams have also had a tedious year in the various competitions.
In this year’s Gurdwara cup, our Junior team were the champions after a long 17 year wait, while our
senior team made it as first runners up. Our team is also now part of the D2D League where our under
18 boys team were runners up, while our senior team is currently participating in the National League
Div 2 and is in 5th position.

Pool
In the Vesakhi pool tournament held
on 26 March at the newly furnished SKA
lounge, the line-up saw 16 participants
keenly vying in the tournament. The
final was played
between Mr Bob and Mr Manmeet
Singh. It went to the wire with Mr Bob
eventually winning by the black ball in
the final frame., It was Indeed a great
final.

Hockey
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Our hockey team has also set many
new trends this year,starting with the
formation of a ladies team that was
featured in the Singapore Hockey
Federation (SHF) Division 2. The ladies
team is also preparing themselves
for next year’s league through fitness
trainings and participation in the
Women’s Liga tournament. We have
also seen a rise in the participation
of the junior team. The hockey team
was also behind the successfully
organised SSEF Sports day and Vesakhi
Mela Hockey competition this year.
The hockey section has also been
sponsored for apparels by Arcade
Sports and Picture Perfect Singapore
The hockey team has participated in
a range of tournaments allowing our
youths to get as much exposure and
experience as possible. The best Sikh
players were selected to play in the
63rd Gurdwara Cup where we narrowly
missed out on a medal. However, on
the bright side, 4 of our players have
been selected to represent Singapore
at the Razak Cup Tournament taking
place in November 2017.

Golf
In Golf, we organized the Vesakhi Golf Tournament at Sembawang Country Club where we saw a
record 144 players, the maximum allowed. It was a great event with excellent support from members
of the Sikh community as well as the other races. It was a real Singapore event, showcasing cohesion
among the races through golf, entertainment and the variety
of food. For the Gurdwara Cup our golfers came in fourth
overall. Though they did not perform to expectation they gave
their all and came back with good experience and will strive
to perform better next year.

Conclusion

SKA SPORTS

It truly has been an exciting year for all the sportsman and sportswoman in our sports community to
gain experience and exposure which helps to spur their interest in sports. I would like to thank all our
sports convenors for job well done and to seek their support to continue pushing our sports to the next
level. Nothing is beyond our players if we continue to support and encourage them.
I would also like to encourage our young Sikh boys and girls who are interested in any of the above
games to come and join us. Please get in touch with the office or the respective convenors. We are also
looking to start a badminton team as we start our preparation for the 2019 Gurdwara Cup which we
will be hosting. With that I urge all our sportsman and ladies to continue training hard and to improve
on your results in the coming year.

JOIN US FOR

The Grand Opening Celebration
OF THE NEW

SKA Building
Guest of Honour

MR. THARMAN
SHANMUGARATNAM

Deputy Prime Minister and
Coordinating Minister for Economic & Social Policies
Saturday, 30 th December 2017 @ 7p.m
SKA Level 5 Grand Ballroom
Sponsorship Tables $8,000 & $5,000
Table Price: $800
•Dress Code – Formal Attire
•Live Entertainment, Cultural Performances and Attractive Lucky Draw
•Tables are almost FULL, book your table now to avoid disappointment
BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW!
Contact SKA @62981230 /62986206
Email: ska@khalsa.org.sg
Website: www.singaporekhalsa.org.sg

