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President’s Message
Based on the current work progress for the
building refurbishment, and barring any
unforeseen delays, the immediate aim is
to obtain the Temporary Occupation Permit
(TOP) for the refurbished premises by May
2016.
The SKA Building Committee is currently
in the midst of selecting materials for the
interior and exterior finishing works of the
building. Concurrently, the F&B Tender SubCommittee is processing the four tender
proposals received for the operation of the
new F&B outlets. The SKA Management
Committee(MC) intends to award the tender
for F&B outlets by November 2015 to enable
the successful tenderer to develop detailed
interior design plans and acquire furniture
and fittings for the restaurant, lounge, and
cafeteria.
According to the Building and Construction
Authority rules, the successful tenderer will
be able to commence installation of kitchen
fittings and furnish the restaurant, lounge and
cafeteria only after the TOP is obtained.
On a related note, I am pleased to announce
that the renovated premises will be available
for booking of functions with effect from
1 July 2016. The function rooms will comprise
a new banquet hall (Level 5) and a multipurpose hall (Level 2). The details on these
venues, including booking charges, are listed
on the third and fourth pages.
In tandem with the refurbishment of the
building, the MC of SKA has completed the
review of the life membership fee. The MC has

decided to have a life membership promotion
till 30 June 2016 at a fee of $500 (before
GST). All other categories of membership
fees will be reviewed next year.
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of SKA,
normally scheduled in November, will be
rescheduled to early next year to enable
the current committee to complete the tasks
associated with the building refurbishment
works, and operation of the premises. The
AGM will be held soon after the TOP is
obtained.
On the sporting front, I am pleased to share
that SKA’s netball team has made its foray
in the National Netball League this year. In
hockey, the good performance of the SKA’s
Division 1 and Division 3 teams in the National
Hockey League has been acknowledged by
Gryphon Hockey which will sponsor polo
T-shirts and training-tops for the two teams
for two years.
I would also like to inform members that the
revised SKA rules, which were adopted at
the last AGM, have been approved by the
Registrar of Societies. These rules have been
uploaded on the SKA website for members
to peruse.

The Management of SKA
wishes all members
and their families a
Happy Diwali!

Member’s Updates
• Promotional Life Membership Fee at $500 before GST till 30 June 2016.
• Members can log on to SKA website to view the amended rules.
Log on to www.singaporekhalsa.org.sg
Username: SXXXXXXXA (your NRIC No.)
Password: password (type password) unless you have changed the default password.
Note: members who have yet to change their default passwords are encouraged to do so immediately to
safeguard their accounts.

A & A Works
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PROGRESS OF WORKS ON BUILDING
REFURBISHMENT
The contractor has commenced on the extension of the new building at the rear and the front of the building. The rear
extension has been completed and the front extension is nearing completion
Piling works and casting of foundations for the existing building have also been completed.

Rear part of the development

Frontage of Building
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A & A Works

New Function Halls proposed layout
Function Hall – 2nd Storey

EXTG
LOBBY

New PreNEW
PREFUNCTION
Function
HALL
Area

NEW RECEPTION
AREA

Seating Capacity : 400

Function Hall – 5th Storey

NEW
FUNCTION
ROOM

New PreFunction
Area

Seating Capacity : 300

A & A Works / Sports
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Continue from page 3

New Function Hall rates
		
Non Member
Member
Facilities	Rates (S$)	Rates (S$)
2nd Floor Hall : Weekday - Half day

2,000.00

1,000.00

2nd Floor Hall : Weekday - Full day

3,100.00

1,550.00

2nd Floor Hall : Weekend - Half day

2,600.00

1,300.00

2nd Floor Hall : Weekend - Full day

4,000.00

2,000.00

5th Floor Ballroom : Weekday - 6hrs

3,500.00

1,750.00

5th Floor Ballroom : Weekend - 6hrs

3,500.00

1,750.00

30.00

15.00

Boardroom - Half day

450.00

315.00

Boardroom - Full day

650.00

455.00

Dance Studio - per hour

SKA SG 50 Golf Tournament

The SKA SG50 Golf Tournament, organised in conjunction with celebration of our nation’s 50th
anniversary, was held on Saturday, 15th August 2015 at Batam Hills Golf Resort in Batam, Indonesia.
A total of thirty golfers, comprising twenty-four Sikhs and six guests travelled to Batam for a sunny
day of friendly golf. This was followed by a spread of sumptuous Indonesian buffet and a lucky draw,
resulting in everyone going home with a goodie in hand, be it a NTUC gift voucher, a chipper or a golf
bag cover.
In the spirit of SG50 and to encourage maximum participation, there were only two golf-prizes
awarded and both of them were for “precision play”, i.e. nearest to the pin. The winners were Col.
(Retd) Gurcharan and Mr. Teddy. The remaining prizes were given away as part of the lucky draw.
SKA would like to put on record its appreciation to one and all who have contributed in one way or
another to make this event a resounding success.
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Education

KHALSA KINDERGARTEN

Our kindergarten was involved in the “Start
Small Dream Big President’s Challenge
2015”, organized in conjunction with SG50
by Early Childhood Development Agency
(ECDA). The aim of this project was to
involve children in community projects.
Therefore, we decided to visit Shree
Narayana Mission Home on 24 July 2015
and 18 August 2015.

At Shree Narayana Mission Home, our
K2 children danced and sang songs to
entertain the elderly residents. Some
children danced to the tune of a traditional
Tamil song while others danced to the tune
of a Hindi Bollywood number. On both
days, all the children went on stage to sing
popular Singapore songs and a Mandarin
song for the finale. The old folks were very
delighted as was seen by the expressions
on their cheerful faces. Some of them
sang and clapped simultaneously with the
children.
The kindergarten also shared information
on this project with the parents to seek their
support. It was very encouraging to receive
an overwhelming, positive response from
the parents. They expressed their interest
to donate to the Home. The parents from
K2, K1 and Nursery levels donated milk
powder, soap, shampoo, baby lotion
and talcum powder. The total cost of the
donated items was approximately $ 1,700.
It was also very heartening to see the
positive impact of this project on the
children. Though the children are young,
their little minds were curious to know
how the residents could carry out their
daily routines like going to the toilet
and the dining area while seated on the
wheelchairs. They also came up with
answers like nurses could help or they
could volunteer to help them occasionally.
The children expressed their individual
feelings and impressions on the visit
through drawing and creative writing.

Sports
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Building Strong Foundation
2015 was unlike any other year for
Khalsa Netball. It saw many new players
joining the team. Some of them had no
prior netball background but they had
the passion to learn a new sport. During
training sessions, the girls persevered to
learn new sport skills, starting right from
the basics of throwing different ball passes
and learning how to jump and catch the
ball.
Training was supervised by our coach,
Ms Vivian De Silva, with the assistance of
our more experienced players. The team
was privileged to be trained by Ms Vivian,
who is an ex-national player. Since 2004,
she has been appointed as umpiring
panelist by the Asian Netball Federation
and Netball Singapore for all events, such
as Nations’ Cup and Netball Super League.
Despite having many other coaching
commitments, the experienced player
turned coach has been coaching the SKA
team for many years and has groomed
many of our outstanding players.
Weekly training sessions are something
all the team players looked forward to.
The team not only trains together but
also often enjoys other activities together
as well. Time spent playing together on
court, enduring through arduous training
sessions and laughing together off court
has brought the team together and enabled
the players to build strong friendships.
These friendships are fundamental
for establishing understanding and
coordination, thus translating to better
teamwork on court. Furthermore, the team
members not only look for one another for
advice on netball but help one another in
their school work or give other advice as
well.
This year, the Khalsa Netball team
participated in the National League
organised by Netball Singapore. We were
placed in Division 8. Though the team
of new and young players did not come
out tops, it played its best to make every
centre-pass, every turnover and every
rebound count. The players fought hard
until the final whistle of every match.
Match after match, they have endeavoured
to improve themselves. Even injuries and
losses were incapable of deterring them
from stepping onto court with a hunger for
victory. Throughout the season, the team
displayed laudable sportsmanship and

respect for teammates, opponents and
match officials.
Table of results
Game
No.

Date

Score

Result

1

23/7

20 - 38

Lost to
Raven

2

30/7

32 - 36

Lost to
Pegasus

3

6/8

28 - 45

Lost to
Stellar

4

13/8

40 - 25

Beat
MOA(NZ)

5

20/8

36 - 38

Lost to
Edge

6

27/8

43 - 25

Lost to
SAFSA

The end of the season also marked
the start of preparation for the next.
The team is preparing for the Year-End
League and next year’s Gurdwara Cup
and National League. Despite their own
personal commitments, the team members
continue to come together for the weekly
training sessions. The desire to continually
improve and do better is clearly evident
at these strenuous sessions. This is
a testimony of their commitment and
passion for the sport. Given the team’s
unwavering determination and discipline,
it will certainly achieve more success in
subsequent league matches.

The team is extremely grateful for the
opportunities to represent SKA and pursue
its passion for netball. Without support
from the SKA Management Committee,
team’s coach and manager, parents and
players, past and present, the team would
certainly not have come this far.
For interested players and parents who
want to send their daughters for training,
please contact the SKA Office for more
information.
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Canoeing at MacRitchie Reservoir
SKA Outdoor organised its second enjoyable activity
of canoeing for 2015 at MacRitchie Reservoir on
27 June 2015. Twenty-six persons participated in
the event and ten kayaks were rented. Participants
ranged from nine to fifty-nine years old. Several new
participants, including ten who had not kayaked
before basked in the event.
Malvinder Singh Bandal, the convenor led the
warming up exercises, conducted a short safety
briefing and demonstrated a few basic kayaking
moves. Participants donned their life-jackets and
with two of them in a kayak, set off to paddle for
thirty minutes in a “free for all” segment. A group
routine was conducted during the second half of
the event.
After an hour of kayaking, participants were treated
to vegetarian bee hoon, samosas and hot tea.
The following feedback was received from several
first-time participants:

“Kayaking was really good fun;
looking forward to the next event,”
remarked Surinder Kaur.
“Thanks for today’s outing, we really had a
good time. Malvinder is a good organiser, too,”
said Suraj Singh on behalf of his family of four.
“It was a great event and I am glad I attended
it as my boys had a wonderful time.
Looking forward to more such events,”
added Pinky Johal.

Ladies Wing
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Singapore’s 50th
National Day and
Teeyan
The SKA-LW celebrated Singapore’s 50th Birthday and Teeyan on 2nd August 2015 from 2 – 5 pm. The
celebration was held at the Grand Empire Hotel (Level 8), 3 Belilios Road. 200 ladies ranging in age
from the pioneers to young adults came together and enjoyed an afternoon filled with nostalgia and
fun. The celebrations kicked off with a welcome remark by the MC, the vice-chair of SKA-LW, who
emphasized the role of our pioneers in cultural heritage. She invited two pioneers, Mdm Gurnam
Kaur and Mdm Ranjeet Kaur to present their poems (Kavitas) which were laden with congratulatory
messages for Singapore’s evolution and progress during the last 50 years.
This was followed by the Teeyan celebration which comprised of segments of Dance, Boliyan, Giddha and
Dolki orchestrated by Jessie and the Istri Sat Sang committee of the Central Sikh Temple. At 4 pm, on behalf of
the SKA-LW, Mdm Malkit Kaur read a poem, which she had written and dedicated to Singapore’s 50th National Day. It was
written and read in Punjabi. The poem is shown on the next page.
Next, as befitting the occasion, a rousing Happy Birthday was sung, both in English and Punjabi and Singapore’s 50th
Birthday cake was cut by many many hands: the young, golden girls and pioneers! This was followed by a short speech
by the chairperson of the SKA-LW, who noted that the Sikh community can and will hold together, if
we all put differences such as rich or poor, educated or non-educated, young or old aside and be
inclusive of all. On behalf of the SKA-LW, she also wished everyone many many more years of joy,
happiness and prosperity together. Everyone was treated to a sumptuous meal thereafter and the
dance floor was open.
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Ladies Wing

Ladies Wing
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Pioneer Generation
The SKA-LW nominated two women pioneers from the community for The Greatest Gift of a Generation: Life
Stories exhibition at Woodlands Regional Library in Singapore. Organised by the Singapore Memory Project, the
exhibition is on-going till 31 May 2016. The nominees were Mdm Kirpal Kaur and Bibi Mendro.

Kirpal Kaur
Bibi Mendro

Born 1944
Past President of SKA-LW
Photo by Liu Ying

My family came to Singapore from India when I was four years
old.
It was a common perception then that girls only needed a
primary education so that they could read and write. It was
more important for girls to know how to run a household. So
even when I was 12, I was in charge of many chores at home.
There was no real concern as to whether I did well in my
studies or not.
Luckily, my elder brother was scholarly and forward thinking.
He encouraged me to do well in school. In the end, I was the
only girl our family knew who passed the PSLE.
My mother was not in favor of me continuing my education.
She was more interested in finding me a match for marriage.
But my father wanted me to be educated so that I could later
marry an educated man, and have independence. This type
of thinking was uncommon, and it was difficult to convince
my mother.
After I completed, school it was time for me to start work. Again,
the stereotype then was that girls would either be nurses or
teachers. We had no say in the big decisions, even those that
affected us. I personally preferred the teaching profession
even though I got a nursing offer first. My brother spoke up for
me once again, and I went on to enter the Teachers’ Training
College.
When I started working fulltime as a teacher I was able to
support my family with my salary. “It was controversial for
some that I should be supporting my family.” It was regarded
as a source of shame that a girl should have to be sent out to
work. This sort of thinking was very prevalent then.
I always felt that if I hadn’t worked, I would be stuck in a
rut. Even at work, I would sign up for external courses and
seminars to gain new perspectives and inspiration.
This is why when I got involved with the Ladies’ Wing of the
Singapore Khalsa Association, I wanted the ladies to have
opportunities to participate in and initiate different activities
and programmes; in particular for women who had missed
out on education and work in their time. I wanted them to be
able to interact with others from different backgrounds, have
different life experiences, and to work together so that we all
learn from one another.

Born 1934
Photo by Lim Jie Min

I grew up in a village in Bukit Panjang. My parents were farmers
who couldn’t afford to send me to school so as a child, I would
help out in the farm. There was a boy about my age in the
kampong, originally from Punjab. We used to play and fight
with each other. This boy would later become my husband.
We were married in our early teens.
When the war came, life was very hard and we never ate
rice or chapatti because we couldn’t afford any. My husband
found work as a coffee boy in a Japanese trading firm. The
Japanese bosses appreciated his work ethic. When the war
was over, his boss signed the deed to a large attap house and
gifted it to us.
Unfortunately, a few years later, as we were celebrating
Deepavali with firecrackers, the house caught fire and was
burnt down. We lost everything. Our family friend, a Chinese
lady who was a school teacher, invited us to stay with her
family and treated us as family. I helped out in the house while
my husband worked as a mechanic in a factory owned by the
British Army.
“My husband knew that education was the key to a better life
and put himself through night school. He convinced me that I
should also be educated and was very patient in teaching me
whatever he learned”.
At this time, we were helping out with a friend’s ‘junk’ trading
business. We would gather old, discarded furniture, clean
them up and resell them. This was back-breaking work – I
would scrub and polish the old furniture pieces so that they
could be resold. After a long day’s work, we would go to night
school together.
For over a decade after we got married, I remained childless.
That didn’t stop us from having a family. There were many
children in the kampong whose parents could not afford to
raise them. I adopted 14 children of all races and varying ages.
We worked very hard to support our children all through their
tertiary education. Many of my adopted children did well
enough to pursue further education overseas.
These days, I spend a lot of time travelling, visiting friends and
relatives all over the world. It’s good to have friends to talk to
about the old days and laugh at all the playful things we used
to do!

The Singapore Memory Project (SMP) is a whole-of-nation movement which aims to capture and document precious moments and personal memories
related to Singapore; recollections not merely from individuals Singaporeans, but also organizations, associations, companies and groups. This
project is driven by the Ministry of Communications and Information and led by the National Library Board.

For more information, log on to iremember.sg.

@irememberSG
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Our Pioneer Series

Sikh Olympian –
Ajit Singh Gill (PBS)
To highlight Singapore Khalsa Association’s prominent sportsmen,
we focus on one of them – Ajit Singh Gill.

Ajit’s level of the golf game puts him
on the pedestal as he is in his late
eighties.
Furthermore, the many
sporting exploits of this diminutive
‘Giant’ make him shine among Sikh
sportspersons in Singapore.
Born in 1928 at the railway quarters
in Sentul, Kuala Lumpur to railway
workshop supervisor, Milkha Singh
and Beant Kaur, Ajit is the eldest of
his ten siblings. During the Japanese
Occupation of Malaya, he worked with
his father at the railway workshops to
defray household expenses. It was a
trying time for the family. Despite being
asthmatic, such was his energy that
even the Japanese were impressed
with his outstanding work.
This
encouraged him to be independent,
to keep going and to work harder.

Notwithstanding his small build and
early-age asthma, Ajit was very active
in sports from his youth. Furthermore,
Kampong life had few distractions
besides friends getting together to
play badminton, hockey and cricket,
after making their own hockey sticks,
improvising cricket equipment and
constructing pitches.
Immediately after the war, he focused
on hockey, following his seniors as
a reserve. When he was seventeen
years old, he was chosen to play for the
Young Men Sikh Association Hockey
Team, which played matches with
other clubs in Malaya and Singapore.
This team played hockey with
Sikhs in Ipoh, Taiping and Penang,
which gradually developed into the

Ajit Singh Gill at the Annual Singapore Olympian Medallists’ Get-together.

competition for Gurdwara Cup we
know today.

“We started travelling to Ipoh,
Penang and Taiping to play hockey
and then we decided to make
it into Gurdwara Cup. It started
around 1950/51 and since then the
tradition has been carried on.”
Continue on page 12

Our Pioneer Series
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(Scouts Training Camp) and the Jurong
District Commissioner for scouts.
He also led a patrol of scouts to the
Golden Jubilee Jamboree in Hong
Kong in 1961. During this time, he also
taught at the Adult Education Board
for over twenty-five years. This meant
working daily from morning till 10 pm!
He retired from the civil service with a
Pingkat Bakti Setia medal, which was
presented to him by the President of
Singapore.
Ajit had also indulged in his childhood
passion for golf from the early ’70s. An
ever-present sight at the prestigious
SICC, Ajit played in the Singapore InterClub Golf Competition, representing
SICC, and at many of the ASEAN
Senior Amateur Golf Championships
where he was a past winner for Best
Net (Individual) in 1990. He still baffles
younger golfers with his excellent
scores.

He was spotted by the Selangor
State’s team selectors in 1949 to
represent the state’s team, which was
the strongest side in Malaya and he
played for Selangor till 1951, when
he came to Singapore to enrol at
the Teachers’ Training College. He
graduated in 1955 and continued
developing his sporting talent while
teaching at a primary school in
Ama Keng. Then he was selected
to be part of the Singapore Olympic
Hockey team, playing against
‘visitors’ such as India and Pakistan
before the Olympics, and garnering
good reviews in the news media.
That was the pinnacle of his hockey
career, representing Singapore at the
1956 Melbourne Olympics at which
Singapore came in eighth out of the
thirteen hockey playing nations.

school sports in spite of the pressures
of teaching and raising a family. At
the same time, he played cricket,
representing Singapore till the late
1970s, with excellent media coverage
shouting out his fabulous ‘Centuries’ –
Ajit “skittled Negri Sembilan batsmen”,
garnering four wickets for fifteen runs.

Ajit married Surjit Kaur in January 1957.
He continued to devote himself to

Furthermore, he was also a Scout
Master, Warden of the Jurong Park

What drives him is best realised in his
own words:

Up-Coming Events


24 October
Kindergarten Party cum Concert

“Actually it is the Sikh way of life.
My father was a very good Sikh.
His advice used to be: ‘Go, work
hard, don’t drink, don’t smoke,
speak the truth and don’t be afraid
of anyone.’ That was the motto. I
have been practising it as much as
possible.”
Well at 87 he keeps on going ‘strong’.
Last but not least, the success of
his children in their chosen careers
speaks loudest for him and his wife as
well as their life-values: psychologist,
motivational speaker and author:
Dr Mel Gill; Specialist English teacher
in Hong Kong - Inderbeer Kaur Gill;
CEO of the Chicago Mercantile
Exchange
Phupinder Singh Gill;
Doctor Shivcharan Kaur Gill and
lawyer Paramjit Singh Gill, who is now
in real estate. Undoubtedly, they have
excelled in their careers.

