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the Registrar of Societies are pending
approval. As discussed at the AGM,
members may propose suitable names for
the investment sub-committee by writing
to the Chairman, SKA Board of Trustees.
Once the amendments are approved, a
soft copy of the revised SKA Rules will be
posted on the SKA website.

The SKA Addition and Alteration (A&A)
works have been making good progress.
We estimate that the entire project will
be completed by the end of March 2016.
The piling work will be completed by end
of July 2015. Notably, contracts have been
awarded by the Building Committee (BC)
for the installation of new passenger and
service lifts, electrical works and the airconditioning works. An open tender for
the operation of the new F&B outlets was
released on 1 July 2015.

As part of Vesakhi Mela celebrations,
four activities were staggered over three
weekends, in April and May. We have
received positive feedback on the cultural
segment of the Mela on the play/musical
which was held on 18 April 2015 at the RELC
auditorium. The sports component of the
festivities comprising golf and games was
held on 24 April and the games carnival
took place on 1 May 2015 respectively. In
addition, on 1 May, the SKA Ladies Wing
held an event to honour Sikh Pioneer
Women in Singapore. More than three
hundred ladies attended this successful
event.

Members may be aware that the BC has
to raise one and a half million dollars
from donations and operating surplus to
meet the approved sum of seven million
dollars for the A&A works. To date, the
BC has approached local Sikh Institutions
and other foundations/organisations
in a bid to raise the amount. While
donations are forthcoming, we also
welcome donations from members. The
Management Committee has decided
that all contributions above ten thousand
dollars will be acknowledged by donors’
names being displayed at an appropriate
location, which will be decided in due
course, within the refurbished building.
Enclosed is a donation form. We would
be grateful for your donations, and are
looking forward to receive them.

As in previous years, SKA sent a sixtyeight strong delegation to participate in
the Gurdwara Cup in Penang from 4th to
7th June 2015. This was the 64th edition
of the games. SKA participated in the
soccer, hockey and golf tournaments. The
primary purpose of such participation is
to continue to forge acquaintances and
friendships within the community and
to renew relationships with our fellow
Sikhs that have been established over
the years.

The amendments to the SKA rules regarding
the incorporation of an investment
sub-committee, to provide advice to
the trustees, which were submitted to
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A & A Works

PROGRESS REPORT FOR SKA A & A WORKS
All demolition and stripping works from the first to fifth storey have been completed. Piling works for
the new foundations are 90 % complete with additional 31 piles driven to accommodate changes to
design due to the site conditions. The sub-structure of the new extension at the rear is
progressing well, with most of the pile caps and beams constructed.
Substructure works at the frontage will commence soon. With the completion of the
piling and foundation works, the following months will see the commencement of
the superstructure works.
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VESAKHI Cultural Evening
The cultural event, which was organised in-conjuction with Vesakhi
Celebrations was held on 18 April 2015 at RELC Auditorium. About 450
members of the Sikh Community attended the performance which was
well received by all of them. Generally, the popular and provoking play,
‘Dev Purush Har Gaye’ was an eye-opener as it exposed those who beguile
innocent people to line their pockets. On the other hand, ‘Kiv Kure Tutte
Pal’ depicted the martyrdom of Sahibzadah Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada
Fateh Singh effectively. Kudos to the actors of Amritsar Natak Kala Kendra
for their splendid and creditable performance.
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VESAKHI Golf

were declared Champions in the
various categories:

The annual SKA Vesakhi Golf
Championship 2015 was held at
the Sembawang Country Club on
Friday, 24th April 2015. A total of
sixty golfers, both Sikhs and nonSikhs, including six ladies, teed off
from 12.30pm onwards on this ever
challenging “commando” course.

Overall Champion –
		
Men “A” Division –
Men “B” Division –
Guest Division
–
Ladies Division –

Dhanvinder
Singh Saini
A J Singh
Randhir Singh
Masil
Karnal Kaur

As usual, the golf event was
concluded with an evening of
sumptuous food, bhangra and
“in house” singing and dance
performances. All these enjoyable
performances were punctuated
with the prize giving ceremony and
the ever popular lucky draw. The
night was rounded off by the golfers
and guests hitting the dance floor.

The tournament got off to a sunny
start. However, once again, this
year’s weather conditions were
against us and the skies opened up
in the late afternoon. After taking
the mandatory stop, with safety of
golfers of utmost importance, the
tournament resumed once the skies
cleared. Nevertheless, not all could
complete the entire tournament
due to the fading light.

Singapore Khalsa Association
would like to put on record their
thanks to all the sponsors, golfers
and helpers for their support in this
annual event.

In accordance with the rules of the
tournament, the following golfers

VESAKHI Pool
The Vesakhi Pool Tournament was held on Sunday, 26th April 2015 at SKA. It was a huge success.
The champion this year was Mr Kanwaldeep Singh.
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VESAKHI Games Carnival
The exciting and exhilirating Vesakhi Mela 2015 was held on Friday,
1st May 2015 at the Khalsa Premier Pitch.
The festival was celebrated with overwhelming participation in
games like Soccer, Hockey, Tug-of-War and Kabadi, which was
included to attract and engage Sikh foreign workers in Singapore.
There were also four foreign teams who took part in Soccer. All in
all, the event was a tremendous success.
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TOP SIKH STUDENTS’ AWARDS
Once again the top Sikh students at the various national milestone examinations in 2014
were presented awards at the Cultural Evening held at the RELC Auditorium on 18 April 2015
by the Guest-of-Honour, Her Excellency Ms Vijay Thakur Singh, the Indian High Commissioner
of Singapore.

Primary School Leaving Examination
Harwin Kaur d/o Sukhdev Singh, who studied at Saint Margaret’s Primary
School, scored 4 ‘A’ stars at the national milestone PSLE in English,
Mathematics, Science, and Punjabi to become the top PSLE Sikh Student.
This Primary School Brownie is now honing her leadership skills as a School
Librarian at Cedar Girls’ Secondary School.

General Certificate of Education
Normal Technical [GCE N (T)] Level
Jasleena Kaur Jassal, who studied at Anderson Secondary School,
studied Punjabi as her Mother Tongue. She did well enough at the GCE
N(T) Examinations to earn a place in the Institute of Technical Education’s
prestigious Visual Communications Course. This former Art Club member is
hoping to further her studies at a local polytechnic in the future.

General Certification of Education
Ordinary Level (GCE ‘O’ Level)
Amrit Kaur Grewal, who studied at the Singapore Chinese Girls’
School (SCGS), scored seven As, two Bs and a C for the GCE ‘O’ Level
Examination. She studied ten subjects (including Malay as a third
language), the maximum allowed at the ‘O’ Level Examination. Fret not,
her Mother Tongue, is Punjabi, and she did better in it than Malay. This
former member of the school’s Red Cross also went on to excel with the
SCGS Debating Team, finishing third in the Singapore Secondary Schools
Debating Competition. As if that was not enough of a challenge, she
was also selected for the Stanford University Education for Gifted Youth
Course where she did some modules in Political Science and Philosophy.
Amrit, who was also in the SCGS Accelerated Leaders Programme, is now
studying the International Baccalaureate at Saint Joseph’s Institution.
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General Certification of Education
Normal (Academic) Level
Simarbir Singh, our top GCE Normal (Academic) student who studied
at Anderson Secondary School, scored 5As and a B (including an A1 for
Punjabi) at the GCE N (A) Level last year. This former school soccer player is
now studying for his ‘O’ Levels at the same school, and is hoping to go on to
study at a local polytechnic.

International Baccalaureate
Jastara Kaur Gill, our top Sikh International Baccalaureate student hails
from Anglo-Chinese School (Independent), scored 44 out of a maximum 45
points for the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme last year.
Joining ACS (I) from Methodist Girls’ School, the former School Netball
player is also an avid Drama Club member, attaining the Silver award at
the Singapore Youth Festival. This Class Captain and an Orientation Group
Leader also spearheaded the “Hair for Hope” campaign at ACS (I) last year,
raising funds for the Children’s Cancer Foundation. Following the footsteps
of her father, Dedar Singh and brother, Gulshan Singh, Jastara who plans to
be a lawyer is hoping to read law at the University College of London.

General Certificate of Education
‘A’ Level Examination
Two years ago, Jaskiran Kaur Grewal was at the then Vesakhi Mela at SKA,
receiving the top Sikh ‘O’ Level Student Award. Having studied Mandarin as
her third language then, she enrolled at Hwa Chong Junior College. Indeed,
Jaskiran has proven herself to be the best of her cohort again by emerging
as the top Sikh ‘A’ Level Student with straight As for her H2 subjects of
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Economics. She, too, studied Punjabi
as her Mother Tongue, for which she scored an A. This former secondary
school netballer, who is now training with the Khalsa Netball team, went
on to do more community service related activities at junior college when
she joined the Hwa Chong Interact Club, and travelled as far as Nepal for a
humanitarian project. Now, she hopes to pursue a career along those lines,
one that would help fellow human beings.

SKA News April - June 2015 | 07

Sports

YOUNG KHALSA
SPORTS CARNIVAL
On the 14th of March, the SKA grounds witnessed more
than four hundred young Sikh boys and girls playing their
hearts out in the first ever SKA-SSEF Sports Carnival. They
competed in various age-categories for Hockey, Netball
and Soccer. The carnival was such a tremendous success
that parents called for more such events. It was a win-win
event for SKA and the SSEF. While the SSEF saw many more
students playing games instead of the limited number of
participants at its annual track and field meet, the SKA
found the event a talent-spotting occasion for its annual
Gurdwara Cup. This event, which was jointly organised
and funded by SKA and SSEF, will return next year.
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SEA GAMES

Three Singapore Khalsa Association sportsmen contributed to the record medal haul for Singapore at
the recently concluded 28th SEA Games which was held in the Republic. Jay Pal Singh, who was the
goal-keeper for the men’s Floorball team, won the gold medal after a convincing 9-0 victory in the final
over Thailand. Meanwhile, Jaspal Singh Grewal and Ishwarpal Singh Grewal, dubbed the twin towers of
the Singapore hockey defence, played their part in an exciting final which the team lost 4-3 on penalty
shootouts to favourites, Malaysia after a 2-2 draw at full-time. SKA congratulates them, and is proud of
their achievements.
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Hockey Organising Committee and
our head coach feel that we should
give back to society as much as we
can in the form of sewa.

With Waheguru-Ji’s blessings,
we are proud to announce that
Singapore Khalsa Hockey has
seen tremendous growth in
participation and improvement in
its results recently.
We are glad to have an increase
in the number of children joining
us and picking up the sport in our
Junior Development Programme at
a tender age. For this, we would
firstly like to place on record
our gratitude to their supportive
parents. Secondly, their children’s
enthusiasm and willingness to
learn have been our driving force
for excellence. Thirdly, what our
head coach, Mr Paramjit Singh
always advises, “Keep learning,
keep participating and don’t forget
to develop a sense of belonging.”
At our junior’s development
training, we not only develop the
skills of these young aspiring
hockey players but also encourage
them to establish new friendships,
which will last a lifetime, as well as
instil in them values such as:
• appreciation for an active
lifestyle;
• effective teamwork;
• ability to manage success and
disappointments;

To date, Khalsa Hockey has been
participating actively in various
tournaments and will continue to
participate in the tournaments
sanctioned by the Singapore
Hockey Federation (SHF). Khalsa
Hockey is represented by two
teams, junior and senior, in the
Liga tournament.

HOCKEY ON
THE MARCH
• excellent sportsmanship and
• respect for one and all.
In our organisation, we do not
discriminate against any child
and never turn any one of them
away as long as they are willing
to learn and give their best. We
do not charge any fee for our
programme which is held at SKA
Turf on every Wednesday from
6pm to 8.30pm. Furthermore, the

We have also participated in the
new Indoor Hockey Tournament
which is ongoing, and have
made it to the semi-finals of this
tournament. Furthermore, in lieu
of the good performance of our
Division 2 and Division 5 teams,
they have been promoted. Our
Division 5 team has been promoted
to Division 3 after its outstanding
display of skills. Similarly, the
Division 2 team has been promoted
to Division 1 as a result of its
stellar performance in the formerly
known Premier League. The
Division 1 team will be competing
against some of the best teams
which have some national players
who recently participated in the
South East Asian Games that saw
Singapore clinch the silver medal.
The performance of our national
team in the recent South East
Asian Games has shown that the
standard of hockey in Singapore
has been on the rise, and we are
very proud of our Sikh players,
Mr Ishwarpal Singh Grewal and
Mr Jaspal Singh Grewal who
were part of the Singapore
Men’s Hockey Team. They played
an integral role in helping the
national team reach the finals of
the SEA games. We saw not only
participation of our Sikh boys and
Khalsa players at the SEA games in
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Hockey but also two other players
who represented the national
teams in floorball. Mr Jaypal Singh
Sidhu represented the victorious
Singapore National Floorball Team
while Mr Ravi Kumar represented
Malaysia, which emerged 1st and
3rd respectively.
The dedication of our players to
their sport coupled with their
determination and discipline to
train enabled them to reap their

rewards. We are confident that our
younger generation would follow
the footsteps of those who have
come before them and one day be
inspired to represent the nation as
well.
The committee would once again
like to thank SKA Management
Committee, parents and players
for supporting us. None of our
achievements would have been
possible without their support.

For interested players and parents
who want to send their children
for training/sponsorship, please
feel free to contact Mr Gurvinder
Sidhu, Convenor @94564405 or
Mr Paramjit Singh, Head Coach
@98231570.
Alternatively, you may wish to
contact us through our email:
singaporekhalsa.hockey@gmail.
com or facebook (Singapore
Khalsa Hockey ).
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NFL SOCCER UPDATE
NFL DIVISION 1 - UPDATES
The NFL Division 1 2015 season
kicked off on 26 April 2015. After a
poor start, with Khalsa losing the
first two games, the team eventually
found its groove and managed
to secure a draw and a victory
respectively in its following two
games. After round 4, SKA currently
sits in the second last position with
four points. However, with just a
few games to go before the midseason, the team is confident that
it can improve its performances

and climb up the table to catch
up with league leader, Singapore
Recreation Club.

GURDWARA CUP 2015
The Gurdwara Cup 2015 was held
in Penang, and Khalsa Football was
represented by our U-18 junior and
senior teams.
Our Senior Team was in Group A,
along with Selangor and Perak,
whereas the U-18 team was in Group

B, along with Negri Sembilan,
Kedah, Penang and Selangor.
The senior team lost both its
games, thus ending its chances of
qualifying for the semi-final stage.
However, the U-18 team managed
to qualify for the semi-final where
they were beaten by Perak. Hence,
this defeat left them to play for the
3rd and 4th placing. Eventually,
the team finished 4th after being
defeated by Selangor.

UP-COMING EVENTS
Singapore Khalsa Association
Ladies Wing

Singapore’s 50th National Day & Teeyan
Sunday 2nd August 2015
2-5 pm
Grand Empire Hotel (Level 8)
3, Belilios Road
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64th GURDWARA CUP
The Annual Malaysia – Singapore Sikh Sport Council Games, also known as
the Gurdwara Cup, was held in Penang from 4th June to 7th June 2015.
The contingent of 68 players and officials led by Chef De Mission Mr Sarban
Singh left at night on 2nd June 2015 after ‘Ardas’ at the Central Sikh Temple
for the Sikh Festival of Sports.
Singapore participated in Hockey Juniors/Seniors, Soccer Juniors/Seniors
and Golf. We emerged runners-up in the Golf Tournament, and were
Champion and Runners-Up in the individual events.

SKA News April - June 2015 | 13

Education

KHALSA KINDERGARTEN
At Khalsa Kindergarten children not
only learn the academic subjects but
also have lots of fun and play as well.
They go for field trips according to the
themes. K2 pupils visited the Malay
Heritage Centre, which showcases
the history, culture and contributions
of the Malay community within the
context of Singapore’s history and
multi-cultural society.
The K1 pupils went to the Singapore
Philatelic Museum. There they
learnt about Singapore’s heritage,
transportation, traditional trades,
games and significant events which
are captured on the postage stamps
of Singapore.
The little ones, Nursery, had fun and
a picnic at the East Coast Park. The
children brought their own food
from home. They walked along the
beach, played in the sand as well as
participated in games organised by
their teachers. While walking along
the beach, they observed aeroplanes
flying as well as boats and ships
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sailing on the sea. Different forms of
land transportation such as bicycles,
vans, buggies, skates, dump trucks
etc were also noted by the children.
The first week of the holiday was
spent at school for the K2’s. They
were invited to visit Kindsville by
the Singapore Kindness Movement.
This visit was organized basically to
encourage everyone to start, show
and share kindness. We aspire to
inspire graciousness with one kind
act at a time. By sparing a thought
for the people, we hope to create a
gracious society and make life better
in a diverse society. During the week,
the children were oriented to a virtual
primary school programme. They
were also guided on how to handle
bullies and taught about wrong and
right touches.
Games Day was on Thursday, 28
May. All children participated at their
levels. They played and had lots of
fun. Team building, co-operation, turn
taking and sportsmanship spirit were
displayed by the children.

Kampong Glam Community Club
invited our children to participate
in their colouring and fancy dress
competitions. There was a food
fair and cultural shows to entertain
them. Parents and children enjoyed
themselves.
The children always look forward to
going to the kindergarten which is full
of fun, laughter and happiness.

Ladies Wing

IWD & VESAKHI
LUNCH-CUM-TEA RECEPTION
In conjunction with SG 50 SKA Ladies
Wing supported by Istri Sat Sang of
Singapore celebrated International
Women’s Day and Vesakhi on
Friday, 1 May 2015 at the Singapore
Flyer Ballroom. More than three
hundred women across generations,
namely grandmothers, mothers and
daughters attended. The guest- ofhonour was Ms Irene Ng, Member
of Parliament for Tampines GRC.
Ms Malathi Das, the president of
the Singapore Council of Women’s
Organisations also graced the event.
The programme for the day was
essentially paying tribute to the
Sikh Women Pioneer Generation of
Singapore. It began with a tribute to
our late, first Prime Minister, by the
Ladies Wing, on behalf of the Sikh
women community of Singapore. This
was followed by tribute to the Sikh
Women Pioneers comprising three
segments, two of which were videorecorded productions presented
after lunch while the third was a live
performance after tea. The interviews
of twenty-five Sikh women, mainly
pioneers, contributed towards the
production of the first two segments.
The first segment illuminated how
our pioneers coped during their

early years and adjusted to life in
Singapore. Many of them missed
formal schooling as generally girls in
those days were not allowed to go to
school as parents felt that they should
concentrate on gaining skills to run
a home and not pursue a career. It
also showed that friendship bonds
amongst them were like those of a
family. They were willing to sacrifice
for one another, to the extent of
mortgaging personal belongings to
help those in need. Many of them did
embroidery, tailoring and other jobs
to supplement their family incomes.
They have kept themselves active and
busy till the present by contributing
towards the activities of the temples,
mainly Istri Sat Sang, and also
initiatives of Sikh institutions, such as
Chair Yoga and Sunheri Sahelian Club.
As the interviews were recorded after
passing of Mr Lee Kuan Yew, none of
them failed to pay tribute to the man
who had transformed their lives. In

their tributes they thanked him for the
peace, harmony, security, excellent
education and health care systems
and comfortable homes.
The second segment shared how
the Istri Sat Sang at the Central Sikh
Temple (CST) began in 1964 and
what it is like at present. In the video
presentation Mdm Pritam Kaur, who
is presently 89 years old and was
one of the five founding members of
the Istri Sat Sang, talked about how
it all started and what it was like in
the olden days. Mdm Ranjit Kaur,
the president of Istri Sat Sang for the
period 2013-2015 explained how the
programme is conducted every week
on Wednesdays at the CST from 2 –
4 pm. This segment showed how the
form and function of this religiouscum-social aspect of the lives of our
Sikh women in Singapore began and
has evolved over time.
[ continued on page 16 ] ☞
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The third segment of the programme
focused on the changes that have
taken place in our cultural practices,
namely wedding practices. In the
Punjabi culture, music plays an integral
role in weddings, especially during the
ritual of sangeet. The live performance
was organised and choreographed by
Jessie. It showed how, in the good old
days, without the luxury of a dholki,
the ladies just sang and clapped their
hands to form the background music.
However, as time went by, and with
the availability of musical instruments
such as the dholki, the sangeet
evolved. The women folk played the
dholki and sang to the beat. The tempo
of the folk songs increased and so did
the giddha (dance). At the same time
those coming together for the sangeet
also increased as more friendships
were forged.
Presently, the sangeet functions are
held in ballrooms and attended by
the bride’s and groom’s families and
multi-ethnic friends. The youngsters
today have done away with the folk
songs and dance to the latest music
on the scene. Hence, sangeet today is
more of a party event.

The programme for the day was
particularly meaningful for our
pioneers and historical for others.
Feedback from our pioneer ladies
who attended the event has been
heartening. During the programme
many of them reminisce their past
and shared with others their fond
memories.
The SKA Ladies Wing would like to
explain that this was our first foray in
recording interviews with our pioneer
generation and using the oral histories
appropriately, therefore we were not
able to reach out to as many ladies as
we would have liked due to a lack of
time and other constraints. Also, we
would like to thank all ladies for their
constructive feedback on our event.
On 14th May 2015, our Chair Yoga
participants went for their scheduled
outing to mark the close of the first
cycle of Chair Yoga for the year. After
the outing, they were taken by the
volunteers for lunch at Moghul Mahal.
This was followed by the enjoyable
Singapore River Cruise, during which
they were treated to some spectacular
views and acquainted with historical

aspects of these places. Throughout
the outing they were merry making
and enjoying themselves.
Our last event in conjunction with SG
50 will take place on 2nd August 2015
from 2 till 5 pm. We will celebrate
Singapore’s 50th National Day and
Teeyan at the Grand Empire Hotel,
3 Belilos Road. Please contact SKA
Office for more information on this
event.

CHAIR YOGA OUTING - MAY 2015

UP-COMING
EVENTS
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Sunday, 2 August

Singapore’s 50th National Day & Teeyan

Saturday, 15 August

National Day Golf @ Batam Hills Golf Club

Saturday, 5 September

Sungai Buloh Wetlands Nature Trekking

