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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS AT A.G.M
Dear Members,
On behalf of the Management Committee
(MC), it is my pleasure to extend a very warm
welcome to all of you to this 66th Annual
General Meeting (AGM). Several major activities
and initiatives have been implemented during
the year. The significant achievements are in the
annual report and I appreciate all of you have
taken time to read the report.
This evening I will update you on the
redevelopment plans of the Association and the
progress to date. At the last AGM we briefed
you on the development plans. Earlier this year,
we also met our community leaders to seek
their feedback on the proposed renovations
to the building. The constructive suggestions
during the session have also been incorporated
in the proposed building renovation plans.
Concurrently, we have also engaged the relevant
government agencies to get a sense of the lease
extension. The input from Government agencies
is that the issue of lease extension can only be
pursued by the SKA after half the current lease has
lapsed, that is after July 2013. Taking cognizance
of this situation, the Executive Committee and
Trustees have agreed to review our proposed
renovation plans and recommend to members
the best course of action, that is either to carry
out a major renovation or to re-build SKA. Only
one of these options will be pursued once a firm
decision is taken by the relevant Authority to
grant SKA lease top-up for another fifteen years.
There are two sub-committees working on the

two options. This is work in progress and I will
provide you updates on this some time next
year.
Most of us will recall that, in addition to
sports and cultural activities, the building was
erected primarily to meet the community’s
needs for Punjabi Education as well as a venue
for Sikh weddings. However, these two activities
are now redundant as Punjabi education is
handled by SSEF and all the Sikh weddings are
rightfully held in our Gurdwaras. Therefore to
address the needs of the SKA of tomorrow, the
MC will be reviewing the Vision and Mission of
the SKA. This will be done by the first quarter
of 2013. The aim is to ensure that whatever we
intend to do to the current building should be
aligned to our needs of tomorrow. Please feel
free to give us your views.
On the financial front, the SKA continues
to remain healthy. However, like everyone
else, we are not insulated from the escalating
maintenance costs as well as other operating
costs such as staff salaries. We are also aware
that the escalating cost of land in Singapore will
imply higher cost of the next lease extension.
Hence, we acknowledge the need to ensure that
our building remains attractive, both the physical
appearance as well as the ambience internally
to ensure the continued rental of function halls,
so that our revenue streams continue to grow.
Thank you
LTC (Retd) Charanjit Singh
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President’s Address at A.G.M

SKA President and the Management Committee
wishes all members and their families
a very Happy and Prosperous New Year!
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MALL - The passionate hockey convener
Diwali Indoor Hockey Competition 2012
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isMgwpur Kwlsw AYsoSIeysn dy pRDwn Aqy pRbMDk kmytI
smUh mYNbrW Aqy auhnW dy prvwrW nUM nvyN swl dI l~K l~K
vDweI Aqy KuShwlI leI SuB kwmnwvW pyS krdI hY[

Chair Yoga Outing, Children’s Day Party at Ramakrishna
Mission Boys’ Home & Khalsa Kindergarten

P4

SKA Hill Climbing
SKA Activities 2013

MALL - The passionate hockey convener

I

t is timely to herald the late Mall
Singh Chail, SKA Hockey Convener
for ensuring the participation of
Singapore Sikhs in the Annual Gurdwara
Cup in 1980. Not for his passion to
promote hockey, Singapore would have
discontinued participation in a timehonoured event which brings together
the best Sikh athletes to participate in a
wide range of sporting competitions and to promote camaraderie
between Malaysian and Singaporean Sikhs. Hence, his laudable
effort in maintaining the continuity of participation in hockey at
this level deserves recognition and should be placed on record
for posterity.
In 1980, he approached Parmjit Singh, a national player at the
hockey field of the Indian Association for assistance in selection
of players for the Singapore Sikhs Hockey Team for the Gurdwara
Cup in Selangor. Although surprised at his request, Parmjit
responded positively on learning that all the SKA players had
used their leave on the tour of India, Pakistan and Kenya. He
had to make the selection quickly to ensure that the Singapore
Sikhs would not skip this competition in which they had been
competing since 1954. Anyway, the team left with twelve
players, many of whom were newcomers to such a prestigious
hockey competition. Two other players went a day later. Finally,
the late Joginder Singh aka Beach Road, who proved to be a
stalwart in defence, also joined the team.

M

ALL not only served the SKA with dedication as the
Hockey Convener, but with great determination
maintained the continuity of the Singapore Sikhs’
participation in the Gurdwara Cup. Hence, participation in this
competition was his major concern. Normally, when all the
regular players are unavailable, an average convener would

give up. However, he did not let this happen. He approached
Parmjit for help, and the latter readily assisted in assembling a
team for him. With the assistance of Sukhdev Singh Brar, he
managed the team efficiently and attained glory with the cooperation of the determined and disciplined players who had
not played as a team before. They emerged runners-up, losing
to a star-studded Selangor team consisting of some Malaysian
Hockey players. Needless to say, had the umpires been fair in
their decisions, the Singapore Sikhs would have walked away
as worthy champions. Ironically, the spectators knew how
victory was snatched from the better team. Not only was the
spirit of the team aptly invoked by the lyrics of the famous
Hindi song epitomising sacrifice (Qurbani) but that was what
the inspirational MALL did for the team and vice-versa. It was
indeed a glorious achievement in spite of the difficulties he
faced in preparing the team for the competition.
It was the perseverance of the dedicated MALL that ensured
the continuity of the participation of the Singapore Sikhs and
their eventual emergence as runners-up. Undoubtedly, it was
his leadership that motivated the newcomers to rise to the
occasion and bring glory to Singapore. This hockey enthusiast,
who altruistically promoted this game, shaped the illustrious
team which comprised:
Goalkeeper: Harjit Singh (SIA)
Full-backs: Jasbeer Singh (IA), Nirmal Singh (SIA) and the Late
Joginder Singh (IA)
Halves: Harcharan Singh (SAFSA), Pritam Singh (SAFSA)
Forwards: Parmjit Singh (SAFSA), Baljit Singh (Police),
Kulwant Singh (Police), Kalwant Singh (SAFSA), Dhavinder
Singh (SAFSA)
Reserves-Goalkeeper: Permjit Singh
		
and others

DIWALI INDOOR HOCKEY COMPETITION 2012

T

he inaugural Diwali Indoor Hockey Competition was held on
Saturday, 10th November 2012 at the new indoor hockey turf at
the SKA. A record number of fifteen teams participated in this fast
paced indoor hockey, a sport which SKA is actively promoting to attract
new hockey players and to nurture young hockey talent among the Sikhs
in Singapore.
The event was graced by Mr Inderjit Singh, MP for Ang Mo Kio GRC. Ten Players and
officials who have and are still contributing to SKA hockey were recognised for their
services with awards which were presented by Mr Inderjit Singh. The event also
marked the launch of the Hockey Beginners’ Clinics which are held every Tuesday
and Friday in the evening under the guidance of a master coach at SKA’s new hockey
turf.
The hard hitting competition saw a total of One hundred and ninety nine goals
being scored in all the three age-group categories (Juniors, Open and Veterans).
In the Team category, the winners and runners-up were as follows:
a. Juniors Champs: CHAKO
b. Juniors Runners-Up: SJI
c. Open Champs: SIA A
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d. Open Runners-Up: SIA B
e. Veterans Champs: SIKHS SPORTS CLUB VET
f. Veterans Runners-Up: SIA VET
In the Individual category, the winners were:
a. Top Scorer (Open): ALOYSIS (SIA A)
b. Top Scorer (Juniors): JIA JIN (SJI)
b. Best Player (Open): NAREEN (SIA A)
c. Best Player (Juniors): THAMIR (St.Andrew’s A)
The event was supported by the Singapore Hockey
Federation as well as many sponsors and well-

wishers. Amidst good music, many lucky draws and delicious
food, the event concluded at 6.15pm with many players
committed to start regular training at the new Indoor
Hockey Turf.

Chair Yoga Outing

O

nce again, we have come to the
end of another successful run
of Chair Yoga. Apart from the great
health benefits the participants of
Chair Yoga have experienced, they
have also got to enjoy other perks, for
example, group outings. For this last
tryst, we took the lovely ladies and our
dedicated volunteers to the East Coast
Park on Thursday, 11th October 2012.
At the park, we started with simple
warm-ups to prepare everyone for the
day ahead, which was filled with fun

Exercising

activities like ball games, sing-alongsessions and swimming. Needless to
say, the ladies had an enjoyable time
and developed camaraderie.

Dancing

Children’ s Day Party at Ramakrishna Mission Boys’ Home
This year, to celebrate Children’s Day, the Ladies Wing and Sikh Welfare Council organised a visit to the Ramakrishna
Mission Boys’ Home on Sunday, 7th October 2012.
Children from Khalsa Kindergarten also participated in the celebration. The programme included bhangra
performances by Mighty Khalsa, games such as Musical Chair and Hula Hoop, Magic Show and Balloon Sculpturing.
Prizes were awarded to the participants of the games. The children were also treated to chocolates, sweets and
drinks. Goodie bags were distributed to all of them after a sumptuous lunch.
A cheque of $3,001, bedsheets and blankets were donated to the Home.

Bhangra in progress

Eager children dancing

Cheque presentation

KHALSA KINDERGARTEN

O

n Friday, 4th October 2012, Khalsa Kindergarten celebrated Children’s Day where the teachers and pupils performed
various types of dances during the celebration. The children were treated to cakes, jelly and drinks, and they also
received gifts.
The Annual Graduation-cum-Concert was held on Sunday, 30th September 2012 at the Singapore Khalsa Association. The
Guest- of- Honour was Mr.T.Chandroo, Director of Modern Montessori. The event, which was an overwhelming success, was
attended by about three hundred and fifty parents. Ninety-eight children, adorned in their graduation gowns, received their
3

leaving certificates. Most of the K2 children received the swimming certificates for Teddy Bear Tests 2 & 3. The Teddy Bear Test
certificate is awarded to pupils for demonstrating their ability to enter the water safely from the sitting position, kicking position,
swimming for ten to fifteen metres and many other skills. Consequently, they also gain confidence and develop independence.
All the children put up a wonderful performance to entertain their families, friends and guests.

For the K1 children a Party-cum-Concert was organised on Sunday, 14th October 2012 to award their Teddy Bear Test 1 Certificates
while the Nursery children received the Certificate of Participation in swimming. K1, Nursery and Pre-Nursery children also put
up an entertaining concert, with all of them colourfully dressed and looking very smart. A group of thirty-eight trainee teachers
from Seed Institute visited Khalsa Kindergarten on Monday, 8th October 2012 as part of a learning journey. They came to
observe the environment and learn the different aspects of our programme.
In the last week of Term 4 we had another two celebrations that is Diwali and a Farewell Party for the K2’s. Children brought
their own food to share with their friends. They sang and danced and had a wonderful time performing these activities.

SKA ADVENTURE HILL CLIMBING

S

KA Adventure organised its fifth activity, which was Hill Climbing at Bukit Timah
Hill on Saturday, 20th October 2012. During the climb which lasted about one
and a half hours, participants saw the entrances leading to a cave that was used
by the Japanese during WWII. The group then stopped at a small stream running
down the hill, and then had a bird’s eye view of a lake created by an abandoned
quarry with two almost ninety degree cliff faces. The summit (164 m or 540 ft) was
reached in forty-five minutes after two rest stops along the way. The descent was
by a less treacherous asphalt path, and it took thirty minutes to reach the base. The
participants found a suitable picnic spot at the edge of the quarry, where they had
their lunch.
While there were a number of newcomers for this event, SKA Adventure hopes to see a bigger turnout for its future events
as a number of the regulars could not make it due to the examinations.

SKA ACTIVITIES - 2013
JAN
6 Ladies Wing Lorhi
		

20 10th Young
Khalsa Soccer League

FEB
9 SKA Adventure Kite Flying & Mixed Football
			

* 4th Young Khalsa
Sports Day		

MAR

3 Ladies Wing International Women Day

16 SKA Retreat

APR

20 Harmony Games

28 Vesakhi Mela

MAY

17 Vesakhi Mela Thank you Dinner

JUN

6 - 9 62nd Gurdwara Cup

29 SKA Adventure Canoeing

JUL

20 Ladies Wing Charity Dinner

20 SKA Adventure Trekking

AUG

4 Teeyan

 BMS Golf

SEP

21 SKA Adventure Camping & Barbecue

NOV
9 Diwali Dinner & Dance
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12 SKA Adventure Brisk Walking &
Candlelight Dinner

26 Vesakhi Golf

28 Kindergarten Graduation

16 SKA 67 AGM
th

30 SKA Adventure Rock 			
Climbing /Trampoline Jumps
* Date to be confirmed by SSEF
 Date to be confirmed by Central Sikh Gurdwara Board

