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Editor’s Note

T

he COVID-19 pandemic continues to be a bane for all of us.
While it has adversely impacted all aspects of our daily lives,
Singaporeans have generally adapted well to the changing
landscape. Similarly, SKA has also persevered to put
together an enriching and eventful year for our members.

Despite being greeted with repeated COVID-19 measures
in the last few months in the face of a sudden increase
in cases, we innovated and were able to present several notable events.
These included a series of sporting, health-related and social activities to mark
Singapore’s 56th birthday. As a prelude to the National Day celebrations, we held
an online observance ceremony and dialogue session with Minister of State, Mr
Desmond Tan. Close to 100 people attended the event.
The Ladies Wing successfully brought back the ever-popular Teeyan celebration
in August 2021. It was positively received by the members. The Ladies Wing
also prepared two video presentations in the Punjabi language on operating
Zoom on Android and Apple mobile phones. These largely catered to the senior
members of the Sikh community.

In September 2021, we held our 75th Annual General Meeting in a hybrid
manner. Close to 150 members participated in the meeting via both platforms.
During the highly interactive session, the office-bearers patiently addressed all
the questions posed by the in-person and Zoom attendees. The meeting lasted
for about five hours. It was great to see the members taking an active interest in
the affairs of the Association. This certainly augurs well for its future.
The last few months also witnessed SKA connecting with several organisations
for mutual collaboration. In July 2021, we partnered with the Sikh Advisory
Board and Young Sikh Association (Singapore) to hold a virtual panel discussion
and dialogue session on the issue of racism and minorities in Singapore. In the
same month, we supported Money Ideas’ ‘Financial Seminar’. In October 2021,
we joined 23 other Indian institutions to form the Federation of Singapore Indian
Organisations@Singapore Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry. On the
lighter and fun side, SKA was a supporting partner for Yaar Panj-Aab Phangra’s
open house in September 2021. Our movie partnerships saw SKA’s members
enjoying special discounts on Puaada and Qismat 2 in recent months.
We are also pleased to inform members that the renovations at the Association
are complete. Much has changed at SKA over the last year. We will share the
details of the renovations in the next issue of our newsletter. Suffice to say, you
will be greeted by a beautifully refurbished general office and a cosy, welcoming
foyer. You will find newly laid sofas and chairs with SKA’s trophy cabinet in the
background in the foyer. We have created a comfortable area for you to work,
study, socialise and relax. We have also installed a 75-inch television which
acts as SKA’s notice board displaying the latest events and announcements.
That is not all! We have also put up a most eye-catching feature in the foyer – a
milestone wall. Occupying the space along the trophy cabinet, this striking wall
captures SKA’s 90 years of history, and it is meant to be engaging. Do check it
out and let us know what you think of it!
Before I sign off, I would like to share that we are working on two important
initiatives. The first is the effort to reduce our carbon footprint by requesting
members to opt for online receipt of correspondences from the Association.
The second is the revamp of SKA’s website to make it trendy, user-friendly and
easy to navigate. The details of these efforts are in this issue of the newsletter.
We look forward to your support for these two initiatives.
On behalf of the SKA Trustees, Management Committee members and staff, I
take this opportunity to wish everyone the very best for 2022!

Ms Resvin Kaur
Ms T Sasikala

Ravinderpal Singh
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SKA Celebrates
Singapore’s Birthday
The postponement of Singapore’s 56th National Day celebrations did not dampen the spirits of Singaporeans who marked the
occasion in style on 21 August 2021 despite the COVID-19 measures in place. Similarly, SKA also took the opportunity to mark
this special day with a series of social, health-related and sporting activities.

Sporting Activities
It was a beautiful afternoon for sports enthusiasts as they came
together for some friendly action at the Association and the
neighbouring Civil Service Club. The activities included football,
hockey, netball and badminton.
The COVID-19 restrictions did not pose a significant challenge as
the sportspersons took them in their stride. In fact, they appreciated
the fact that they were finally able to don their sports equipment
and participate in matches and sports drills at the Association.
The players enjoyed themselves thoroughly. At the end of the
games, every player went home with a National Day participation
medal.

Brisk Walking

Brisk Walking
SKA also organised an afternoon brisk walk and tea session.
The event was helmed by the Ladies Wing and Veterans Wing of
SKA. The afternoon walk saw close to 50 participants, comprising
seniors from both genders.
The participants were led on a three-kilometre walk by flag-bearer,
Professor Berinderjeet Kaur, and marshals were present along the
way to ensure the safety and well-being of all walkers.
Following the walk, the participants were treated to a National Day
cake sponsored by the Ladies Wing. After the cake cutting by the
Ladies Wing’s Chairperson, Ms Harbinder Kaur, the participants
also enjoyed a sumptuous tea reception. To add to the merriment,
two senior ladies, who had written a poem and a song for the
event, recited the poem and sang the song during the reception.
SKA presented medals to all the walkers. The participants provided
positive feedback on the event. It was certainly a long-awaited
one and a great way into Phase 2 of the COVID-19 liberalisation
measures.
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Celebratory Dinner
SKA concluded its National Day festivities with a celebratory
dinner, which saw members and guests enjoying a sit-down dinner
on SKA’s rooftop. Given the COVID-19 measures, the event was
limited to a small group of members and guests,
The attendees savoured the delicious food. To mark National Day,
they recited the Singapore Pledge and sang the National Anthem.
Everyone had an enjoyable evening. It was truly a great way to end
the celebrations.

Teeyan Celebration Back at SKA
The popular and important Teeyan celebration was back at SKA this year!
Held annually by the SKA Ladies Wing, the cultural event had to be cancelled last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite
the delay this year, the Ladies Wing succeeded in making the Teeyan celebration happen on 28 August 2021. It was greatly
appreciated by the 100 ladies who were part of the tea-time festivity.
The word ‘Teeyan’ reflects the celebration of flourishing and blissful married life. The newly married women visit their parental house
to celebrate the festival and welcome the rainy season.
During the event at SKA, the Ladies Wing organised several exciting activities for the attendees, taking into consideration the safe
management measures in place. The activities included a quiz, complete the song competition and making an image depicting
Teeyan with a representative from each table briefly describing their drawing during the show.
The host also kept the attendees engaged with her songs, jokes and impromptu calls on individuals for contributions, whilst seated
at their respective tables. A sumptuous sit-down high tea added to the festivities. The Ladies Wing received much complimentary
feedback on a well-organised event as the attendees really enjoyed it.
The Ladies Wing would like to thank all the ladies who supported the event. At the same time, it would like to extend its sincere
apologies to those who were unable to attend the event due to the limited capacity at the venue because of COVID-19 restrictions.
The Ladies Wing hopes to organise the celebrations for a much larger crowd next year.
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A Partner of the
Sikh Graduates Tea Reception
SKA was delighted to be a partner of the Sikh Graduates Tea
Reception on 16 October 2021.

table. He also called on the graduates “…to be prepared to
be flexible and to take the challenges as they come.”

Organised by Young Sikh Association (Singapore), the event
was also supported by the Central Sikh Gurdwara Board.
Given the COVID-19 restrictions, the reception was held
in a hybrid version, with 50 guests present at SKA’s Lee
Foundation Hall and another 30 participating in the event via
Zoom.

Mr Pritam also presented certificates to the graduates from
local and overseas institutions of higher learning during the
ceremony.

During his address, Guest-of-Honour Mr Pritam Singh,
Member of Parliament for Aljunied GRC and Leader of the
Opposition, applauded the efforts of all the graduates, stating
that their achievements should be celebrated. However, he
cautioned that the graduates’ “…qualifications will not mean
much if [their] attitude and approach to life is improperly
prioritised.” He also shared that employers look beyond paper
qualifications; they look at how the graduates apply their
knowledge and skill practically and the value they bring to the

The event also witnessed two valedictorians, Mr Charanpal
Singh and Ms Simha Kaur, sharing their educational sojourns
with the attendees. They then joined Mr Pritam on stage for
an engaging discussion on ‘The Experience of Education
in the New Normal’. The discussions focussed on several
pertinent issues, including the value of hybrid learning,
different definitions of success, having a long-term view of
education and the importance of internships, among others.
SKA would like to extend its heartiest congratulations to the
graduates on their educational achievements. We wish them
the very best in their future endeavours.

Playing Host to PZAS
SKA was delighted to play host to the Parsi Zoroastrian Association of
Southeast Asia (PZAS) on 24 August 2021.

SKA was represented by its President, Mr Hernaikh Singh, and Ms
Harveen Kaur, Chairperson, Young Khalsa, while PZAS was represented
by its Vice President, Mr Hoshi Deboo, and Mrs Tushna Antia, Council
Member. Local television celebrity Ms Daisy Irani, who orchestrated the
meeting, also joined the discussions.
During the lively meeting, Mr Hernaikh and Mr Harveen shared details of
SKA’s youth-related programmes and the steps of encouragement and
empowerment they have taken to ensure and sustain a vibrant youth
wing at the Association. The attendees agreed that such meetings are important opportunities to bring the youths of the various
associations together to interact and share ideas as well as to collaborate with one another.
PZAS manages the affairs of the Parsi community in Singapore, which is about 450 strong. It hosts regular events and religious
ceremonies for the community.
SKA looks forward to collaboration with PZAS and other like-minded organisations on youth and other programmes of mutual
interest.
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Invitation To Quote – SKA’s Rooftop Terrace
We invite interested companies/organisations to submit their proposals for the lease of the outdoor space of about 400 m2 on
Level 6 of the Association.
Key Considerations
 Proposed usage for the space is limited to event/function venue only.
 Proposals should include details such as the theme, design, layout and the type of temporary structure to be erected, among others.
 Proposals should include the desired contract terms, including the length of the agreement and monthly rental.
 Proposals must be in tandem with SKA’s mission and objectives.
 Proposals which offer the best possible benefits to SKA and its members will be given the greatest consideration.
 Interested companies/organisation must also provide a proven track record of managing event spaces/function venues.
Note
Specific details of the contract will be finalised upon the selection of the company/organisation for the project.

For enquiries and site visit, please contact Mr Guch at 62981230/62986206 or ops@singaporekhalsa.org.sg.
Proposals are to be submitted to Mr Guch at the SKA Office at ops@singaporekhalsa.org.sg.
We regret that only shortlisted companies/organisations will be notified.

Supporting
Financial Literacy
Initiative
SKA was delighted to be a supporting partner of Money
Ideas’ ‘Financial Seminar’ on 3 and 10 July 2021.
Organised by M P Sellvem Organisation and supported
by the Institute for Financial Literacy and MoneySense,
the financial seminar was aimed at increasing the financial
literacy levels amongst Singaporeans.
Dr Janil Puthucheary, Senior Minister of State for
Communications and Information, and Health, was
the Guest-of-Honour for the event. The event featured
speakers from the business and financial sectors, and
covered a range of issues. These included the suitability of
investments, investing in cryptocurrencies, creating passive
income, making money grow, enhancing wealth and
seeking help for debt management issues, among others.
The event also featured the findings of a recently concluded
survey by the Civilians Association (Singapore) Youth Wing
on the financial literacy level and concerns of the Singapore
Indian community in financial management.
The two-day hybrid event attracted close to 3,500 viewers
on Money Ideas’ Facebook page.
N OV EMBER 2021
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SKA’s 75th AGM – A Hybrid
Given the measures in place due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
SKA’s 75th Annual General Meeting (AGM) was organised
in a hybrid manner (in-person and via Zoom). Close to 150
members participated in the AGM through the two platforms.
The Management Committee (MC) and the members certainly
felt that the hybrid version allowed all members to participate
in the AGM despite the restrictions of physical attendance.

74th AGM draft minutes; the annual report for 2020; the 2020
audited accounts; several resolutions; proposed amendments
to SKA’s rules and regulations; findings of the Committee of
Inquiry (COI) on the Sikh Community Bursary Fund and the
Goods and Services Tax refund; the paper on ‘Planning for
SKA’s Land Lease Renewal 2028’; and the appointment of
the auditors for 2021.

SKA’s President, Mr Hernaikh Singh, presided over the
meeting. He was joined at the head table by SKA’s key office
bearers, Mr Sarjit Singh (Vice-President), Mr Sarabjeet Singh
(Vice-President), Mr Prem Singh (General Secretary) and Ms
Ezrynn Kaur Chahal (General Treasurer).

The office-bearers addressed the many questions and
queries raised by the members during the AGM. Several
questions related to the COI findings and recommendations,
including the issue of conflict of interest and appointment
of the COI. Mr Hernaikh assured the members that the MC
collectively appointed the COI and accepted that the COI was
independent. He stressed that the MC had full trust in the
integrity and professionalism of the COI. He also stated that
all the relevant parties were given the opportunity to share
their views on the two matters before the COI. He added that
the MC has accepted the recommendations of the COI and
the next step is for the MC to deliberate on the COI’s findings.

During his address, Mr Hernaikh shared the report card of the
Association in 2020. He stated that despite the COVID-19
restrictions, the SKA team did well, organising, participating
and supporting 46 events and activities over the year. It also
launched a new initiative, SEWA Healthcare, in late 2020. He
also expressed his optimism that moving forward, the MC will
find new and inventive ways of engaging the members and
providing originative platforms for the members’ benefit and
enjoyment.
After the President’s address, the meeting covered many
other important items on the agenda. These included the

During the AGM, the members supported the resolution on
the renovation cost for Khalsa Kindergarten on Level 5 of the
Association to be advanced from the Trust Fund. At the same
time, they expressed some concern on the need to ensure
that the Association has sufficient funds for its lease renewal in

An Engaging Meeting with SIWEC
On 16 June 2021, the Sikh Welfare Council (SIWEC)
welcomed its new chairman, Mr Harmit Singh, at its annual
general meeting. He took over from Mr Gurdip Singh Usma.
Mr Harmit, who was previously SIWEC’s Vice-Chairman,
brought some seasoned volunteers and several new faces on
board the SWIEC Management Committee (MC).
SKA took the opportunity to organise a meeting with Mr
Harmit and several of his MC members at the Association on
27 August 2021. As SKA also has several new office-bearers,
the aim of the meeting was to introduce the key appointment
holders on both sides. At the same time, it was an opportunity
for SIWEC to share some of its key initiatives and plans,
and the use of SKA’s funding support for its programmes.
The meeting also discussed possible areas of cooperation
between the two institutions.
Mr Harmit, Mr Dinesh Singh (Vice-Chairman [Administration]),
Mr Manmohan Singh (Vice-Chairman [Operations]), and Mr
Inderpal Singh (Treasurer) took the SKA team through SIWEC’s

8

SKA N EW S

N OV E M B E R 2 0 2 1

key programmes and plans. They also highlighted several key
challenges, including securing regular funding for SIWEC’s
programmes. They appreciated the support provided by SKA
and look forward to the cordial and healthy relationship during
the term of the new MC.
The SKA team comprised Mr Hernaikh Singh (President),
Mr Sarjit Singh (Vice-President), Mr Prem Singh (General
Secretary), Mr Baldev Singh (Assistant Treasurer) and Mr
Gurbachan Singh (Manager). They expressed their gratitude
to the SIWEC team for taking time to meet and share the
Council’s programmes, initiatives and plans. They opined
that the meeting was important to better understand and
appreciate SIWEC’s needs. It was indeed a productive and
engaging meeting.
SKA is also planning to meet with the new team at the
Singapore Sikh Education Foundation, helmed by recently
elected president, Mdm Gurmeet Kaur.

Affair
2028. However, the members did not
approve the proposed amendments to
SKA’s rules and regulations relating to
membership and disciplinary matters.
The fact that the AGM lasted close to
five hours attests to the fact that SKA’s
members are interested in the welfare
and progress of the Association. The
MC received complimentary feedback
from the members on the way the
officer-bearers remained calm and
composed and took time to address
all the queries and questions raised
during the AGM.
As the MC continues the good of the
preceding year, it is grateful to the
members for their vote of confidence.
The MC members look forward
to continuously serving all SKA’s
members in the effort to create an
inclusive, vibrant and member-friendly
Association.

Rooms For Rent
at SKA

REDUCING OUR
CARBON FOOTPRINT

If you are looking for a small, compact and cosy office or
shop space at highly competitive pricing, we have it right
here at the SKA!

Hardcopy Correspondence Op-Out Form

We have the following rooms for rent on Level 4 of the
Association:





Room 1
Room 2
Room 3
Room 4

21.35 m2
21.43 m2
19.32 m2
29.07 m2

S$800.00 per month
S$800.00 per month
S$725.00 per month
S$1,100.00 per month

Notes
• Rental fee excludes GST
• Rental fee is negotiable
• Terms and conditions apply

We are conveniently situated in the heart of Singapore,
with easy access to public transport, including the Farrer
Park MRT station. There is also a restaurant, function
room and board room as well as ample parking lots at the
Association. At the same time, we have disabled-friendly
access at all levels.
For enquiries and to view the rooms, please contact
Mr Guch at SKA at 62981230/62986206 or ops@
singaporekhalsa.org.sg.

As part of SKA’s efforts to be environmentally friendly and
contribute to a more sustainable future, we are looking to
reduce our carbon footprint in various ways.
Among others, we are providing the option for members
to opt out from receiving hardcopy correspondences
(including the Annual Report and newsletters) from SKA.
This particular initiative is also aimed at reducing publication
and printing costs for the Association.
Kindly scan the QR code and complete your details as
well as those in your household (if applicable) if you are
agreeable to supporting us on this digital focused initiative
by receiving soft-copy correspondences from SKA.
Stay connected with us
through our social media
platforms at https://linktr.
ee/socialspaces.
Thank you for your support
for a greener and cleaner
environment!

Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity! Contact us now!
N OV EMBER 2021
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Home-based Learning Well Received
This is an extraordinary period for all Singaporeans. It is
perhaps even more challenging for institutions catering to
young Singaporeans. Well, the principal, teachers and staff at
Khalsa Kindergarten have taken everything in their stride and
adapted well to the evolving circumstances caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
As a start, all the teachers and staff are fully vaccinated. They
strictly follow
the safefrom
management
measures
Feedbacks
Parents on
HBL: implemented
by the Ministry of Health, SGUnited and the Early Childhood
Development Agency. The teachers diligently recorded every
child’s temperature during the period prior to the home-based
learning (HBL). Immediately after the Antigen Rapid Test (ART)
kits were received, the kindergarten promptly distributed
them to the teachers and pupils. The teachers and staff did
from
Parents
ondoing
HBL:it
their first swab Feedbacks
test on 4 October
2021
and will be
on a weekly basis. Such efforts certainly instil confidence and
assurance among the parents that the kindergarten takes the
Feedbacks
Parents
on seriously.
HBL:
safety and
welfarefrom
of the
pupils
When the Ministry of Education (MOE) made the
announcement on HBL on 18 September 2021 to better
protect younger children who are not yet medically eligible
for vaccination, the kindergarten’s teachers and staff went the
extra mile and beyond the normal office hours to prepare all
the materials required forFeedbacks
the HBL by thefrom
pupils. Parents on

different environment. They collaboratively learn new tools,
adapt their teaching strategies and innovate with feedback
approaches. Many of these tools that they are using now
were totally alien to them before April 2020. Yet, they can
now act as technical helplines and respond quickly to issues
relating to video conferencing tools. This is simply because
they want the pupils to experience a virtual learning that is as
effective as classroom learning.
During the HBL period, the teachers and staff patiently
attended to the many calls from the parents and pupils
regarding log-in issues. They meticulously oversaw the
returning of all the learning materials to the pupils while they
remained at home. At the same time, the kindergarten carried
out many rounds of cleaning and sanitisation to keep the
school a safe and hygienic place.
The principal, teachers and staff have done everything willingly
and whole-heartedly for the well-being and continual learning
of the pupils.
Khalsa Kindergarten would like to express its gratitude to the
parents for managing their family and work commitments
while ensuring that their children continue to learn at home.
It is this team effort of the teachers and parents that will reap
HBL:
rich dividends for the children.

Within a very short span of time, Khalsa Kindergarten’s
Stay safe and keep well!
teachers have learnt to connect with the children in aFeedbacks
very from Parents on HBL:

Feedback from Parents on the HBL:

Parents on HBL:
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SKA Joins
FSIO@SICCI
SKA joined 23 other Indian institutions to form the
Federation of Singapore Indian Organisations@Singapore
Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FSIO@SICCI).
Held on 5 October 2021 at RELC Auditorium, the
memorandum of understanding signing ceremony was
graced by Emeritus Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong.
FSIO@SICCI has been established with the objective
of presenting a single voice to the stakeholders on
critical issues affecting the community in Singapore.
The signatories pledge to work together to advocate
entrepreneurship and commerce, and act as a united
voice on issues affecting the South Asian community in
Singapore. They will also further enhance the liaison and
cooperation between their respective organisations to
provide the community and business organisation with
a platform to dialogue common issues, voice common
concerns, share information and aggregate resources to
outreach and upskill the community.
Mr Hernaikh Singh, SKA’s President, stated, “The
partnership of 24 organisations will make FSIO@SICCI a
formidable alliance and it will certainly attract other likeminded Indian institutions in Singapore to be a part of it.
Collectively, we hope to be able to shape the discourse
and development of the Indian and, more broadly, South
Asian communities in Singapore.”
The event was held in conjunction with a fireside chat
with ESM Goh on his book, Standing Tall. Hosted by Dr T
Chandroo, SICCI’s Chairman, the session was moderated
by Mr Han Fook Kwang, Editor-at-Large of The Straits
Times. The on-site attendance included SICCI’s Advisors,
Directors and the signatories of FSIO@SICCI. The event
was also streamed live on-line.
SKA is delighted to be part of this important and historic
undertaking.

Website Revamp Underway Soon!
SKA’s website will be going through a revamp soon.
We plan to create an up-to-date, trendy, user-friendly and easy to navigate website with a member-centric approach. Moving
forward, we hope to communicate with our members on-line as much as possible.
Among others, the landing page in the revamped website will include the key offerings for the members as well as the latest
happenings at the Association. At the same time, the website will include a digital membership application process as well as the
ability to collate enquiries and feedback from the members. It will also have an electronic mailer and notice board features. Overall,
the user experience will be enhanced and improved in the revamped website.
We welcome feedback from members on the revamped website. Simply drop us an email at info@singaporekhalsa.org.sg on what
you would like to see on the redesigned website. We look forward to your views.
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SKA's Movie
Partnerships
SKA was pleased to be a supporting partner for the
release of Puaada and Qismat 2 in local cinemas in
August and September 2021 respectively.
The partnership for Puaada saw SKA’s members enjoying
a special rate of $9.00 per ticket, as opposed to the usual
price of $13.00, at Carnival Cinemas at Golden Mile.
Members were able to purchase up to four tickets each
by simply producing their SKA membership card.
For Qismat 2, SKA’s members and their families were
treated to a special premiere at Carnival Cinemas at
$5.00 per person on 23 September 2021.
Directed by Rupinder Chahal, Puaada is a romantic
Punjabi language comedy movie starring Ammy Virk
and Sonam Bajwa. The movie follows the love story of
a Punjabi village boy, who runs a dairy farm, and is in a
relationship with an air force officer’s daughter, Raunak.
Qismat 2 is a story about unrequitted love – the shapes
it takes, the ways it changes us and the exhilarating and
often heartbreaking role it takes us on. The movie follows
Shiv, Bani and Majaz as they navigate through life, love
and sorrow. It is directed by Jagdeep Sidhu.

SKA Supports Open
Bhangra Session
The Yaar Panj-Aab Phangra (YPP) troupe was back with
another round of high-energy, shoulder-popping bhangra
session on 11 September 2021, after a hiatus due to
Phase 2 Heightened Alert measures. SKA was delighted
to be a supporting partner for the event.
It was an eagerly anticipated session that attracted a
strong turnout of 35 participants. The session consisted
of both adults and children who thoroughly enjoyed the
event and requested for more such sessions.
The participants were taught basic bhangra moves,
focusing on their footwork as well as on hand movements.
The YPP trainers opined that it was a very fulfilling session.
YPP aims to work towards starting a children’s bhangra
team in Singapore and the open bhangra session
was just a teaser. If you know of children interested in
learning bhangra and eventually being part of Singapore
first children’s Bhangra team, please email us at info@
singaporekhalsa.org.sg or info@yppsingapore.com.
We look forward to presenting and carrying forward this
exciting initiative.

SKA is constantly working with distributors to provide
great movie perks for its members. Do look out for more
entertainment deals!

SKA’s Trustees, Management Committee members
and staff extend their best wishes for a happy 2022!
May the New Year bring good health,
success and prosperity to one and all!
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National Day 2021 SKA Organises Observance Ceremony
Rather than sitting back and lamenting on the current situation
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, SKA, its members and
the Sikh community decided to come together to organise
the National Day Observance Ceremony on 7 August 2021.
The effort by SKA and the Sikh community was indicative of
the fact that everyone can make a difference and that each
community, no matter how small or large, counts.
Mr Desmond Tan, Minister of State for Home Affairs and
Sustainability and the Environment, graced the ceremony. He
joined the participants in the singing of the National Anthem
and recital of the National Pledge.
Mr Tan also participated in a dialogue session with the
participants on ‘Singapore turns 56: Hopes and Aspirations of
a Nation’. The discussions focused on Singapore’s integration
efforts; the creation of platforms and spaces for open dialogue

on race and religion; leadership succession; and economic
priorities for Singapore, among others.
The feedback from the participants was complimentary. They
appreciated Mr Tan’s frank and candid responses during the
discussion session.
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought significant disruptions
into our daily lives, at work, with our families and in our
respective communities. However, it should not detract us
from celebrating a most momentous occasion in Singapore’s
history. In this respect, the Sikh community was delighted to
mark this special occasion as we ushered in Singapore’s 56th
birthday.
Close to 100 members of the Sikh community attended the
observance ceremony and dialogue session.

SICCI’s National Day
Observance Ceremony
SKA joined close to 25 Indian organisations in participating in the National Day Observance Ceremony of the Singapore Indian
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SICCI) on 6 August 2021. Mr Vikram Nair, Member of Parliament Sembawang GRC, graced
the on-line event.
Following the singing of the National Anthem and reciting of the National
Pledge, SICCI’s Chairman, Dr T Chandroo, delivered the opening address.
Mr Nair then delivered his address and participated in a dialogue session
with the attendees on current issues impacting the community and
businesses in Singapore.
The active discussion session raised several important questions and
issues. These included the problem of race and racism in Singapore due to
the India-Singapore Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement;
government support for Singapore businesses in the post COVID-19
environment; challenge to Singapore’s position as a trading hub; and
support for new graduates seeking employment, among others.
SKA would like to thank SICCI for the invitation and for the opportunity to
engage Mr Nair during the event.
N OV EMBER 2021

SKA N EWS

13

Learning Zoom the Punjabi Way
The COVID-19 outbreak has compelled many of us to stay, communicate and
work from home. Among others, Zoom has become one of the most important
modes of communication among people, including SKA’s members.
SKA’s Ladies Wing took the initiative to prepare a couple of video presentations
in the Punjabi language on how to operate Zoom on Android and Apple mobile
phones.
The simple step-by-step instructions are aimed at allowing our seniors to learn
basic Zoom operations so that they can communicate with loved ones and
friends from the comfort and safety of their homes as well as participate in
webinars and on-line sessions such as the Chair Yoga and cooking classes.
Do check out the presentations on https://www.facebook.com/SingaporeKhal
saAssociation. We hope you find these presentations relevant and useful.

Panel Discussion and Dialogue Session
Racism and the Minorities in Singapore

SKA partnered the Sikh Advisory Board (SAB) and Young Sikh Association
(Singapore) [YSA] to organise a virtual panel discussion and dialogue session on
‘Racism and the Minorities in Singapore: Impact and Responses’ on 25 July 2021.
The events witnessed close to 90 participants logging onto Zoom to be part of
some candid discussions on racism, racial harmony and ethnic relations among the
different communities in Singapore.
The two-part session saw Mr Sarabjeet Singh, President, YSA; and Vice-President,
SKA, moderating a panel discussion, comprising Ms Chua Mui Hoong from The
Straits Times, Mr Mohamed Imran Mohamed Taib from the Centre for Interfaith
Understanding, Mr Malminderjit Singh from the SAB, and Ms Sheila Pakir from the
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of Singapore.
Ms Ershen Kaur from YSA then moderated a dialogue session. Dr Janil Puthucheary,
Senior Minister of State for Communications & Information, Health; and Chairman of
OnePeople.sg, and Mr Alvin Tan, Minister of State for Culture, Community & Youth,
and Trade & Industry, offered their views on the topic of racism and discrimination.
Among others, they stressed the need for everyone to play their part to address the
various forms of discrimination at the workplace and in society.
The event received much complimentary feedback from the participants who
appreciated the frank and open views expressed during the panel discussion and
dialogue session.

A Warm Welcome To Our New Members
We are delighted to announce that 14 new ‘Life’ and ‘Associate Life’ members joined SKA in the last four months.
SKA’s Management Committee and the Membership Committee warmly welcome the following new members:
July 2021

August 2021

September 2021

October 2021

Mr Ravinderpal Singh

Mr M Thiyagarajan

Ms Prema Sundram

Mr Manjinder Singh

Mr Mathura Kant Dubey

Mr Pushpanathan Sundram

Mr Samuel Francis

Mr Hardave Singh Dhaliwal

Mr B Selvaraja

Mr Prekash Singh

Mr Ranjeet Singh

Ms Priya Pathak

14

Mr Sethi Anirudh
Mr Pellvynder Singh

SKA N EW S

N OV E M B E R 2 0 2 1

JUST FOR MEMBERS
SKA’s Merchant
Discount Programme
SKA is delighted to have more establishments
coming on board its merchant discount programme.

G

ORE KH
AP
A
A
LS

SIN

Initiated in late 2018, we currently have 23
merchants on our discount programme. They are:
1931

A

SS

19 3 1

1 9 31

N

2021

O C I AT I O

90 Years of
Community Development

























Arcade Sports
Bizgram
Dress in Style
Elite Fitness@Gold’s GYM Singapore Pte Ltd
French Football Academy Singapore (FFF)
Gayatri Restaurant
Jewel of India Restaurant
Kidspreneurship
KM Wedding Services and Deco
Moghul Mahal Restaurant
Moksha Bar
Ngee Ann Academy Pte Ltd
Otter Hockey
Pandora Weddings
PicturePerfect Studios
Punjab Jewellers
Radianz Health Pte Ltd/Singh Styled
Riverwalk Tandoor
Sembawang Country Club
Silverstar Décor Pte Ltd
Strikey Posey Photobooth
Taal Bistro & Bar
Villa Umbrella Singapore

Simply scan the QR code above to check out the exciting benefits
and discounts offered by these merchants!
The details of these offers are also found on SKA’s website at
https://singaporekhalsa.org.sg/.
For enquiries and further details on the programme, please feel free
to contact the SKA Administration Office at 62981230/62986206 or
admin@khalsa.org.sg.
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SKA LIFE
MEMBERSHIP
PROMOTION
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90 YEARS OF
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Receive a $50 Moghul Mahal Restaurant voucher when you join us
as a ‘Life’ member today!

Membership Benefits
• Special booking rates for ballroom, hall, gym and fustal fields
• Priority participation in social, cultural and sporting activities
• Exclusive discounts from merchants across the island
• Preferential rates for events or activities organised and/or
partnered by SKA

Terms and Conditions
 Valid for first 10 successful applications
 ‘Life’ membership is only open to Sikhs
 Also open to ‘Junior’ and ‘Sport’ members converting to ‘Life’
membership

Life Membership
o One-time ‘Life’ Membership Fee is $535 (including GST)*
o Payment for the Membership Fees can be made via 5
instalments ($100 for four months and $135 as the last
instalment).
* Will be offset accordingly for ‘Junior’ and ‘Sports’ members

Join us now!
Be part of the association for family, friends and fun!
For details, contact the SKA Office at 62981230 or
membership@singaporekhalsa.org.sg.

